10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CSREES LI STENI NG SESSI ON

UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE

Meeting of CSREES Listening Session,

United States Departnent of Agriculture, taken on

Thur sday, Cctober 25, 2001, conmmencing at or about 8:30

a.m in the office Southern Regional Research Center

1100 Robert E. Lee Boul evard, New Ol eans,

70124.

Loui si ana






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Capti on

SPEAKERS:

James Spurling

Dr. Gary Cunni ngham
Dr. Jordan

Philip Schwab

Terry Brase

Gene Nel son

Dr. Bl acknon
Rosalie Bivin

Buck Vander st een
Adel | Brown

Et hel Tarlton

Wbody Crui se
Jeffrey Bastuscheck
Carol yn Fal gout

Bet h Ganbl e

Harvey Reed

Char | es Canpbel |
Jon Brandt

Jam e Roy

NDEX

PAGE

11

16

26

33

38

44

52

62

65

68

71

80

83

91

99

106






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Ashl ey Wod
Round- Tabl e

Concl usi on

Di scussi on

Reporter's Certificate

Reported by:

Sharon C. Klein
Certified Court Reporter
State of Loui siana

110

116

116

117






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR, SPURLI NG

My nane is JimSpurling. | am Assistant
Admi ni strator for the Public Liaison to the Cooperative
St at e Research Education and Extension Service. |
along with Phil Schwab, who is the Legislative Director
and Sci ence Policy Advisor for CSREES have been
conducting these |istening sessions around the country.
We started in Pennsylvania back in early Cctober. W
went to Mnnesota. W recently were in California and
this will be the final of these |istening sessions
today in New Ol eans.

Qur primary reasoning for the listening
sessions was to try to find out how our prograns are
working, if they are working, if they need adjustnent
adm nistratively or if they need adjustnent
| egi slatively, perhaps we can take that nmessage to
Congress and nmeke those adjustnents in the farmbill.

The farmbill is still very active in
Washi ngton. It's kind of been sidelined because of the
other activities | amsure that you read about because
of Anthrax basically shutting down the buildings.
However, it has brought us closer together. The Senate
Ag Committee is housing thenselves in our building, the
Whitten Building. So we actually have better access

with some of themnow then we did before. W see them






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

in the halls.

| also want to take a moment to thank Pat
Jordan. Dr. Jordan, thank you for all your efforts in
hel ping us put this together. You have a long history
wi th our agency as well as with ARS our sister agency.
| have a little experience with both nmyself. | worked
in the under secretary's office prior to com ng onboard
with CSREES. | have worked on ARS problens as well as
CSREES problens. W thank those of you who have cone.

We have a |list of people who are going to
testify today and sonme of them probably will not show
until 20 or 30 minutes before they are ready to speak.
Right now, | would like to take a nonent and introduce
our new Associate Administrator, Dr. Gary Cunni nhgham
who came to us fromthe New Mexico State University.
Gary, you have been on board for four or five weeks?
Gary, if you would say a few words to everyone.

DR CUNNI NGHAM

Thank, you Jim | really am brand new at
this job, so don't ask me any questions. | amreally
here to learn. | have been on a steep | earning curve

here. This is part of the |earning process.
Actually, a neeting like this is very inportant to an
organi zation |i ke CSREES.

Getting there for the first tine |
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suddenly realized after a few days | was there working for
an agency that didn't do anything which kind of takes
me back. So really when you think about it we are
really incredi bly dependent upon all of you to actually
performthe tasks, right, that we say we are gathering
resources to do. So it is very inportant for us to
learn fromyou how we can inmprove the service that we
provide. So the information that you give to us at
neetings like this is very inportant in terns of
allowing us to run the programs where you can actually
deliver the goods. So we want to learn from you what
we can do to help you deliver the goods and nakes us do
it better. If | could just take a norment, | would Iike
to call on Dr. Jordan to welconme us to his hone.
DR. JORDAN

You are warmy wel cone to the Sout hern
Regi onal Research Center. It is part of the
agriculture research service. |t has been here for
those of you that haven't been in the area it has been
here about sixty years. It was built as a result of
the 1938 Agriculture Adjustnment Act, we call that the
Farm Bi || nowadays. Wat we do here is we have here
about a half mllion square feet of |aboratory space
and we focus on problens particularly inmportant in the

sout h, but a nunber of them which are across the
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country; heavy focus on cotton, heavy focus on fornopsan
termtes; heavy focus on sugar and rice and so on and
ot her program areas. W work very closely with the
institutions that belong to CSREES, nanely, the Land
Grant Institutions in particular and we have a
relationship with about thirty of them The famly
relationship that you refer to is indeed so. Thank you
so much for com ng

MR, SPURLI NG

Thank you, Dr. Jordan.

The nunber one reason, obviously, we want
to find out if there are adjustnments we can nake to our
prograns that can hel p reach the concl usions through
Research and Extension that is nost hel pful to our
country. Another thing we have a very selfish reason
for doing this. Wen Chairman of the Agriculture
Conmittee, M. Conbest, asks us, well, are you getting
out to your stakehol ders and finding out what you are
suppose to do? | can say, yes, we are. W are trying
to travel and we are trying to listen. Congress has
made it very clear to us that that is sonething they
want us to do. They don't want us sitting in
Washi ngt on deci ding how to spend tax payers noney.

They want us to get out in the country and nmake sure

that the dollars are going to solve the probl ens that
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need to be solved exactly like the ternite problemthey
have in New Orl eans. Everyone in Washi ngton knows the
efforts ARS is putting behind that effort and how
inmportant it is. Those are the kinds of things that we
want to be totally involved with the lIand grant
conmunity. W want people to understand the |and grant
conmunity is helping to solve those problens as well.

The House of Representatives, which is ny
background, | spent 18 years as the Chief of Staff for
Congress Harold Buckman, who is a senior nmenber of the
House Agriculture Conmittee. | went through five farm
Bills. | amgoing through another one in process now.
The House is finished their job as far as they see it
on the farmbill. They have made great adjustnments to
the so called Freedomto Farm Act and right now we are
seeing three efforts under way in the Senate for the
nost part. There is a group of Senators who are
supporting that House bill. W would like to see that
House bill passed pretty nuch intact and noved on.

The admi ni stration has probably been as
negative about that House bill as any adm nistration |
have seen cone out in their statement about a bill
They found nothing they |iked about the bill. They
basically said that in their adm nistration statenent.

Senat or Lugar from Indi ana has authored a
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bill that nost of us feel is probably as close to what
the administration wants as you will see. |In fact, |

t hi nk, they have been very hel pful with Senator Lugar
in drawing that bill and putting that bill together.

It pretty much follows -- | don't know if anyone has
seen the Secretary's small book on her -- what she sees
as the future of agriculture. That bill is pretty
close following in that track. It is a change.

Phil and | were talking about it this
norning. He will talk alittle bit nore to you about
it. He has read it. | haven't. He read the sunmmary.
It is atotally different | ook at agriculture
| egi sl ati on than anythi ng we have seen before, at |east
that was Phil's description this norning.

Senator Harkin, which is the former hone
ground of Phil Schwab, he worked on Senator Harkin's
kin staff. As Chairman he is still continuing to work
on putting together a bill. That is the staff that |
am tal king about that | amseeing in the halls of the
Admi nistration Building. Charlie Rawls, who is now
t he Chief Counsel for the Senate Ag Cormittee, |'ve
seen himevery day and he is working as are many ot her
staff nenbers still trying to put together a bill.

As he described it, he doesn't know if

they will get to a bill this fall, but that is their
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job. They will continue to do it until they are told
not to do it anynore. They are trying to get it ready
in case Senator Daschle calls it up. Gven this current
situation | think they found Anthrax in one of the
el evators yesterday. It is like every day we find
spores sonewhere el se. Friends of mine that work on
t he House side are now housed in the GAO Buil di ng
They are allowi ng three staff nmenbers to set up a smal
operations for each nmenber of Congress. They have been
told not to expect to go back to their buildings
probably the rest of this Fall.

If that is the case and given the fact
that it is really hard for these nenbers to work
wi thout staff, we nay see a wrap-up of this session
pretty quickly. That is up to them W wll see how
that works. It won't be assigned no natter what. |t
will be a determ ned subject to the call of the Chair
type situation. Wthout staff it is very hard for them
to work and it is very hard to have your staff clear
across town while you are trying to work in the Capito
and they are finding Anthrax here and they are finding
it there. So it is a hectic situation in Washington
ri ght now.

I would like Phil, if he would to give us

alittle run down of what you think where the conmmittee
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is and what the Lugar bill virtually does that hasn't
been done before. Phil Schwab.
DR. SCHWAB

Well, | guess once we get through
talking, all of us from Washington that is, we wll
actually do sone listening. | basically, | |ooked
through a little bit of the Lugar bill. | amnot going
to focus too much on the conmodities prograns, but what
I would like to talk about is sone of the research
areas that are in both the Secretary's policy book and
are reflected in what we having been working with the
Senate Comittee so far.

Rel ative to the coimmodities titles of the
Lugar bill and of the Secretary's philosophy, the bil
noves nore froma conmodity support from a subsidy
programto a risk managenent program It is sort of
taki ng sone of the phil osophy that Senator Lugar and
the Secretary have been tal king about relative to the
smal | nunber of producers that receive the bulk of the
paynment that the governnent uses to support conmodities
and spreading it across a |larger nunber of farners.

So the full analysis isn't in on what the
actual bill does. But what they claimthat it does is
that it gives a smaller anmount of noney to nore farmers

and it increases the nunber of commopdities that can be
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eligible for paynments as well. So for instance
horticultural producers who have not up to this point
recei ved direct commodities support paynments will be
eligible for risk managenent vouchers or paynents under
this program

A lot of the phil osophy behind that
noverment is that farners are nmanaging -- they are
spendi ng a great deal of managenent tinme on nanagi ng
their production to maximze their farm program
benefits, rather than spending their managenent tinme on
t he actual production efficient.

Anot her concern that has grown in the

M dwest and | don't knowif it is as much a problemin the

south is that farm paynments have been capitalized into
I and val ues and so the farm paynments aren't necessarily
going to support the inconme of the farnmers, they are
going into inflated I and prices and therefore raising
the costs of production overall to producers and al so
raising the entry costs to new farnmers. So that is
some of the phil osophy behind what the Lugar Bill calls
the risk managenent title rather than the commodity
title.

There is also a renewed enphasi s on
conservation prograns. There is an increase in the

conservation reserve prograns to forty mllion acres
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across the country. There is an increase in the

Envi ronnental Quality Incentive Program and the
Wet l ands Program There is an argunment that this is a
very environmentally friendly Bill as well.

One thing that the Secretary has nade
clear since she took office in January is that science
and research are going to be at the core of many of her
prograns and that is fromboth a technol ogi ca
devel opnent standpoint and fromthe standpoint of
protecting Anerican agriculture, the regul ations that
t he USDA does to insure food safety and the health and
wel | -bei ng of the plant and ani nal production in the
United States. This is reflected strongly in her
policy book where she underlines that the
infrastructure of the USDA is based on a sound
scientific and technol ogi cal base. She talks broadly
about how we need to have renewed investnments in the
sci ence that underlies our regulatory agency. That we
need to be pursui ng new technol ogy in bio-technol ogy
and pest control and animal health. | think that that
has al so taken on renewed enphasis since this new
bio-terrorismthreat that has energed in the country.

The Research Title of the farmbill both
in the House and the Senate is not the npbst exciting

part of the bill to be sure. In 1998 we did do a |large
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rewite of the Research Title and added a | ot nore
oversi ght over many of the progranms, including this
requi renent that we go out an access input from out
st akehol ders. So we are here today partially because
of the activities in 1998. So what you see in the
Research Title of the newfarmbill is basically a
refinement and a clarification of some of those new
oversi ght mechani sns that were part of the 1998 bill
and encouragenent to do nore of this type of activity.

Senat or Lugar does have a | arge
investrment in his bill for the newinitiative for
future agriculture and food systems, which is a new
research grant nechani sm adm ni stered by CSREES. His
Bill will raise that programfromthe current 120
mllion dollars a year to 360 nmillion dollars a year
So that is quite a significant investnent in research,
education and extension activities. Gven those types
of opportunities and the fact that we have a two year
history with this program that is why we are here
t oday.

W want to know is this philosophy of
i ntegrating, research, education and extension Prograns
wor ki ng for you as university faculty, for you as
producers, as representatives of the producer

conmmunity, as fol ks working in urban and rural
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conmuni ties across the country where we are in
conjunction with basic science |aboratories like with
this Southern Research Center and with our Extension
staff and with our educators at the universities. Are
t he progranms working together to neet the needs of the
conmunity at large? That is why we are here today. W
will be back for sure. W are learning howto do this
st akehol der i nput process. As we get better at it, we
will hear nore fromyou | am sure.

So let ne just say that the process
doesn't end here today. That our agency is very
conmitted to an open dialogue with folks at all tines.
Al'l of our requests for proposals contain a
solicitation for conment on those requests for
proposals. So if you are, for instance, applying for
one of our bio-technological risk grants and you don't
think we got it quite right in what we were asking for
tell us. |If you are a producer who hasn't seen
anyt hi ng come out of the manure nanagenent part of the
initiative for future agriculture and food systens and
you want to know where that nulti-nillion dollar
programis headed, tell us about it. Because if things
aren't working for you, then we are not doing our job
correctly. That is why we are here today. |I|f you have

any other questions about the FarmBill or I|egislation,
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pl ease see nme during the breaks or afterward. Thank
you.
MR, SPURLI NG

One other thing | did want to cover. W
had a breakout session afterward and because of the
size of the nunber of people we have we basically
altered the other listening sessions. | plan to at this
listening session to do one basic round-table type of
di scussion. We will do that today if that is okay with
ever yone.

So it is 9:00. Actually we are on
schedul e for once in our lives. The first schedul ed
speaker is Adell Brown who is not here. Next is
Dr. Terry Brase.

DR. BRASE

Good nmorning. My nanme is Terry Brase. |
am Agricul ture Technol ogy Director. AgKnow edge is a
Nati onal Center of Excellence partially funded by the
Nati onal Science Foundation, to enhance the science
mat henmati cs and agriculture technol ogy education at
U S. community colleges. As director of AgKnow edge
represent a consortium of 18 gathering conmunity
col l eges and 50 other participating conmunity coll eges.
| want to excuse the cloudy overheads | will be using

| found traveling in airports -- traveling with a
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conputer is not really conducive lately. | noved to
using the low tech nmethods of presentation.

I am here today to discuss the val ue that
conmunity coll eges provide to provide the next
generation of Americans the know edge, technol ogy and
applications necessary to enhance the conpetitiveness
of U S agriculture. | do have sone brochures and
cards to share a little nore information about it. The
Nati onal Science Foundation is interested in the
t echnol ogy, science and nat hematics at schools, al
levels in the nation. They are particularly interested
in the comunity coll eges and agricul ture departnent.
We are funded with three nillion dollars for the next
three years to start up this national center

Qur goal is to enhance the technol ogy,
science and math at community coll eges that have
agriculture across the nation. W have one basic
belief that the ability to be able -- with the merging
technol ogy, the bio-technol ogy and i nfornational
t echnol ogy and geospatial technol ogy to enhance the
farnmers that will be able to use the technology -- we
need to have a special enphasis on the education of
what | am here to speak about, specifically, is the
advant ages that community colleges offer in this

education process. | would like to also speak a little






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18

bit nmore on the role and the cooperation that community
col l eges can have within that education process.

First of all, | believe that comunity
col | eges have an accessi bl e advantage. There is
approxi mately 1300 comunity col |l eges across the nation
that can reach a nunber of the farmers and workers
wanting to upgrade their skills. Conmunity colleges
of fer canpuses at many | ocal sites throughout a
specified district. As an exanple, Kirkwood Conmunity
Col l ege has 11 off canpus education facilities spread
over a 10 county area. These sites offer a variety of
courses that fit the needs of the local comrunity.

Fl exi bl e program ng, conmunity col | eges
have t he advantage of being able to adjust their
program of studies to neet the students needs, offering
part-tinme or full-tine prograns of studies. It is
recogni zed that an individual's goals nay not be to get
a degree, but to attain certain skills for a career.

We have quick response to community
needs. W have a variety of advisory boards to work
very active and work very closely with the departnents,
instructors and adninistration. As an exanpl e,

Ki r kwood Community Coll ege was able to develop a
two- year degree programin Agricultural Geospati al

Technol ogi es and the associ ated courses in one year.
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This programis nowin its second year of operation.

The staff provides focus on teaching.
They have a close contact with students and are able to
concentrate on classroominstruction, hands-on training
and spending tinme with students. Faculty has direct
teaching responsibilities with class sizes from 15-30
students. They have cl ose contact with stakeholders in
their specific areas.

The real focus at comunity college is on
techni ci an education. As an educator and | am on
several national boards that are studying the career
structure, career pathways is what they are referring
to. W found there is a continuum of careers existing
in agriculture, requiring a range of education. Many
of the new careers that nmake use of the energing
technol ogi es are technician careers that only require a
two-year degree. Community colleges are well suited to
provide this type of education with the staff and their
use of hands-on | aboratories. There is that continuum
of job opportunities. The two year conmunity coll eges
train those technicians. Mny of the energing
technol ogy requires only a two year degree.

Al ong with that technician education, we
make extensive use of farmlaboratory or |aboratories.

It is a very hands-on type of education. Conmmunity
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col l eges have had a history of cooperation with
secondary schools and universities. That is very

i mportant because it is the secondary schools that they
get the basic science, math and conputer skills that
are needed to continue their education and that is also
where we recruit the students into agriculture. |If

nmust say there has been, | guess, a departure fromthe
farmkids, if | can call themthat, fromentering
agriculture. Sorme of our best, npst know edgeabl e,
brightest farmkids are | eaving the agriculture

i ndustry to go into conputer science or other high tech
positions. There are high tech positions in
agriculture. W want themto cone and work in
agriculture. That will benefit the agriculture

i ndustry.

Most community col |l eges have articul ation
agreenments with universities that allows conmunity
col l ege students to have a termdegree entering the job
mar ket as technicians or continue on with that four
year university. | believe that because of these
advantages it has resulted in -- many conmmunity
col l eges around the nati on have been able to
successfully provi de advanced technol ogi cal education
with two year degrees. It includes nmany hands-on

experiences and critical thinking skills.
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The conmunity coll ege, for exanple, | am
from Kirkwood Community Coll ege, we have started | ast
year the agriculture GPS Technol ogy Program W
currently have 30 students. These students are being
trained in the fundanental aspects of precision
farm ng. Then they take agriculture comercial G S
and data cl asses using specific technology and go out
inthe field and collect. They are able to down | oad
resources and integrate that to a GS. That is why |
can travel around the country these last two weeks. My
students are in class doing that on their own. They
are in a data collection nodel these |ast two weeks.
That is one exanple there that many ot her community
col l eges have integrated that technology into their
prograns. This is the inmpact comunity colleges are
maki ng in the nation.

Conmmunity coll eges are gaining a

reputation of providing a quality education. Twenty

years ago they were known as a pl ace where the student who

couldn't quite make the university grade went to get an
education. | think that is becom ng outdated

Conmmunity col |l eges are being considered a place where
we can get a quality education. Mny comunity

coll eges are offering new technol ogy prograns that is

neeting the industry needs because of the quick
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response, because the stakeholders are right there in
the conmunity. The community colleges are able to
conmuni cate, cooperate with those stakeholders with
those industries and devel op a two year degree program
that neets those |ocal needs. W have been able to

of fer those two year degree prograns based on the
techni cal education. They are rigorous. The comunity
coll eges has a renedi al support system

Because conmunity col |l eges have a basic
open enrol |l ment we accept everybody. W have to have a
very advanced renedi al support systemto support sone of
the students that are conming to us, to give you an
exanple with my GPI'S program

The | ow cost of education for tuition for
students at conmunity coll eges, on a national average
per senester, is less than half the tuition at
universities. The sanme concept applies to federa
grant funding, for which community colleges typically
have a relatively low indirect cost rate.

These advant ages of conmmunity col |l eges
have resulted in increasing enrollments at comunity
coll eges nationwi de; a reputation for quality
education; many new prograns nationwi de in agriculture
technol ogy to neet industry needs; rigorous technica

education with renedial support structure; BS graduates
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conming to conmunity coll eges for additional specialized
courses; increasing federal grant funds fromU.S
Depart ment of Education and the NSF.

I would like to sumrari ze by saying the
specific roles that community coll eges can participate
in to enhance the effectiveness of existing or future
education or Extension programs. Specific roles for
conmunity colleges are: Articul ated courses between
conmunity coll eges and universities in the area of
agriculture technol ogy to producers and technicians.
To work with secondary schools to enhance agriculture
education and recruitment of high quality students into
the agricultural workforce. Cooperate with Extension
in sharing facilities, equi pnent and expertise for
educational prograns that apply anal ytical and
synthesis, cognitive skills to the use of new
technol ogies. O fer specialized courses and support
for the current workforce to gain skills in applying
geospatial analysis skills for decision naking.

We can offer comunity base seminars and
wor kshops and teach the application of the merging
technol ogy. For the |ast several years | and ny
consortium of the conmmunity coll eges offered night
courses and afternoon courses similar to Extension and

we try to work with Extension on those. A large one is
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cooperating with Extension for educational purposes.

| rode fromthe hotel to here with a
gentl eman from Extension in Alabama. | think he
recogni zed community colleges to be a very val uabl e
partner with Extension because of the advantages we
tal ked about earlier. But | think what community
coll eges offers Extension, specifically, is resources
such as conputer | aboratories, staff and community
colleges are nore than willing to work with Extension
on that.

Many of the Extension Services workshops,
sem nars, concentrate on the awareness | earning |evel
whereas nany of the workshops and courses that
conmunity col l eges offer concentrates on the synthesis
and the analysis, cognitive level of learning. 1In
ot her words, hands-on, getting the data and actually
doing it and creating sonething with it. | think we
can offer those as advantages. W offer specialized
course support for the agriculture workers and
technol ogy. For exanple, | offered spatial analysis
wor kshop to a variety of agriculture industries where
for three days we use data collected at Kirkwood's
| aboratory and the current agriculture workforce go
t hrough, for exanple, analyzing the data and devel opi ng

a position -- froma few sidebars is what | would
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suggest -- since asked for suggestions.

The current definition of higher
education that the USDA uses linits restrictions of
funding to comunity colleges. W have attenpted to
apply for several funding grants through the USDA which
defi nes hi gher education being university |evel,
specifically, Land Gants. | believe out of 27 mllion
dollars -- and maybe | shouldn't say the anpbunts. They
are a little fuzzy to see at this point. The nmgjority of
that went to universities for Extension. There was
$500, 000 avail abl e for secondary schools and two year
post secondary col |l eges of which we were told the
majority of that because it was such a small anpbunt was
-- automatically to go to secondary schools.

Again, | feel the community colleges were
restricted in the amount of nobney that we could
receive. | would Iike to suggest a career study to
identify new careers and education requirenments. W
have nade extensive use of this study here that nany of
you nmay have seen and we do have Secretary Veneman' s
Agriculture Policy that we have nade use of.

This study | mght add is kind of a marketing piece
It does show there is a need for agricultural jobs out
there, but the structure of Cccupational Titles is

approximately ten to 20 years old and it does not
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address the support of technol ogy careers or the need
for the nerging technol ogy.

My third suggestion, | guess if you can
call it that, focus funding at the technician |evel
As | said, many of the new jobs that are being created
out there are at the technician level. They are the
ones that are using this new technology. There is a
severe need by industry and farners to receive support
in those areas.

So thank you very nmuch for the tinme. |
really appreciate being able to cone here and say ny
peace. | will |eave these brochures up here. |If
anyone is interested in the getting nore information,

I will be available afterward al so.
MR, SPURLI NG

Terry, thank you very much. | think you

hit on exactly the information we are trying to get.

I have next Gene Nelson with C FARE. Gene

Nel son.
MR NELSON:
Good norning. | have sonme prepared
comments, but | will probably speak extenporaneously.

| serve as head of the Departnment of Agricultura
Econonics at Texas A&M University. | also serve as the

Chair of the Board of the Council on Food, Agricultura
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and Resource Econonics known as C FARE

This is a non-profit, non-partisan
organi zation. One of our primary goals is to educate
policy makers about the actual and potenti al
contributions of applied econonics research and
education. Although we have this title in our
departnent at Texas A&M cal l ed Agricul ture Econonics,
we are in the process of broadening that scope. A |ot
of what we do goes beyond agriculture today and what we
are seeing with CSREES is devel oping into a broader
n ssion because of that inter relationship with the
rural conmunities, the natural resource issues,
envi ronnental concerns, as well as food safety
nutrition that nmany tinmes the word agriculture doesn't
capture and enconpass in at |east many people's mnds.
We don't think nore broadly, that is using applied
economi cs.

W work actively to represent the applied
econoni cs profession in science policy, priority
setting, budgets determ ned at federal |evel
col l aboration with other science and professiona
soci eti es and governnment agenci es.

This board that | chair includes
representation fromthe departnent heads of agriculture

and applied econonics departnments around the country as
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wel | as advisory or participation by many. This
council values the prograns of CSREES. The research,
Ext ensi on and education opportunities provided through
t hese prograns provides a val uabl e source of support
for our research and educational prograns that are
carried out around the country.

Particularly, | amgoing to focus on the
National Research Initiative, Initiative for Future
Agricul tural and Food Systens, and the Fund for Rura
America, as well as other prograns, applied econonists
have been able to devel op a better understandi ng of the
i mpact of various public policies. | know that we have
been -- our greatest inpact is providing a better
under st andi ng about the proposed |egislation like the
Lugar bill. What inmpact on agriculture, on the
citizens, the cost of the benefits to the producers?
Under st andi ng those inpacts is what our denocracy is
about. It can't operative effectively without it.

My first point is that the council, or
referring to the short version we use C-FARE, that is
why | use the word council, supports the need for
i ncreased funding for research and education in support
of the food agriculture and research sector of our
economy. That is very consistent with the overal

nm ssion of CSREES. Doubling this funding we see as a
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reasonabl e goal. W do reconmend, however, that we
ook at this funding as a portfolio. That it needs to
have several different types of mssions and the basic
I amgoing to refer to here is conpetitive funded
awards versus fornula funding. As a departnent head,
see the inportance of maintaining the formula funding

We don't all see that argued for when we
get to Congress and in budget making circles. But that
formula funding | see is vitally critical to
mai nt ai ni ng basic research and education prograns that
have | onger term objectives. You can't acconplish that
Wi th competitive grants which usually run one to two
years.

The other issue | point out is that nmany
times these conpetitive prograns puts researchers and
educators in different states agai nst each other. What
are we trying to acconplish in education? To bring
people to work together on these issues. W need to
recogni ze that there is this conpetitive nature that
does work agai nst some of the objectives we want to
acconpl i sh.

The I FAFS is about integration. | think
we shoul d understand with the groups over here
conpeting with groups there, we all should be working

on the sane objective. W would like to see additiona
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funding for all of those prograns.

We woul dn't don't want to see additiona
funding for conpetitively awarded prograns cone at the
expense of fornula funding.

Second point. CSREES | think has done a
good j ob of nmnaging the diversion nissions or
obj ectives of the NRI, |IFAFS and the Fund for Rura
America. They have restructured the various objectives
and progranms so those are conplenentary as you | ook
across the board. W have conplenentary rel ati onshi ps.
Al t hough each has its individual focus, they fit
together in an integrated way. For exanple, the NR
centers on disciplinary research. The | FAFS programis
highly significant to the overall agricultural industry
because it integrates research and education and
encour ages cooperation across disciplinary and
geographi ¢ boundaries. | see that as a real plus. The
FRA is nore action oriented involving local entities in
the projects. One of the keys to success for that
program should be able to involve |local entities in
t hose prograns as well so that it is nore |localized and
nore -- well, the key word is action oriented in termns
of howits work is carried out.

Now, a concern we have fromthe counci

is the enphasis or applied econom cs research and
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education across those progranms. W see econonic
analysis crucial to the resolution of nmany of the

i ssues that are part of the list of topics to be

di scussed this afternoon. As you think about all of
those, if we are going to nake policy decision or sound
busi ness decisions within each area, we need to
understand what is the basic econonmic railroad that is
going to drive those. Wat will notivate people? Wat
are the inpacts, costs, benefits? That is where applied
econonmi cs can play a real role.

Wthin the NRI there is an opportunity
for the applied econom sts to participate in nmany of
the other areas. W tend to get isolated
departnentalized into the markets of trade areas that |
think is nore opportunity for nore economni sts across
the areas in the multi-disciplinary type of
initiatives.

| would al so recogni ze that when we | ook
at that area of market trade around the world devel op
that they don't have a lot of funding there. They at
| east need to build the capacity, the basic research

As we ook at -- | amtrying to
understand the inpact of FarmBill. W are seeing the
nati on's whol e systemis becom ng nmuch nore conpl ex. W

need to invest in our capacity to do anal ytica
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economi cs. So we are asking here for additiona
funding to support that program dealing with market
trade and world devel opment, so that we can rebuild the
tools and also collect the data.

In the laboratory research we make big
i nvestnments in equipnent. |In the social science
research we often don't consider the need to make
investnments. |In this case, we go out and coll ect
primary data. W tend to have to rely on secondary
data that many tines doesn't allow us to get down the
fundarment al questions, understanding, that we need to
have in order to assess the inpact of nany of the
public policies. The food nutrition is a good exanple
particul arly, how consuners nake deci si ons about food
purchases? W are involved in many extensive surveys
where we are going out to famlies asking
themto keep diaries, so we get a better feel how they
make deci si ons about what to purchase but al so what do

they consunme. All of those becone clear aspects as we

look into the initiative for the future of agriculture and

food system programis coming under sonme fire now in
Congress, concern about possibility of zeroing out that
particul ar program

| hope that we will take a strong stand

and if there is any way | can help you to nake that
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strong, call on us. W see that as a very key program
in this conplenment of prograns we have di scussed.

Thank you for the tinme to present these
i deas. We feel that there is strong support for nore
econoni cs research across scientific societies and
among policy nmekers. | would ask that you consider
expandi ng the program areas to realize the potential
contributions of applied econonics in resolving the
critical food, agricultural and research issues that we
face today. Thank very you mnuch.

MR, SPURLI NG

Thank you, again. W certainly
appreci ate organi zations |like C FARE that have tried to
get the nessage out on the inportance of prograns |ike
that which we determine inportant. W haven't
convi nced the House Appropriators of its inportance
hopefully, we can continue that effort.

Next on the list -- you do understand
that the tines on these that you were probably told is
totally way of f the way these have worked all around.
Hopefully, it will not cause that big a problemfor
people. Dr. Bob Blackmon from LSU.

DR. BLACKMON:
Thank you very much. M/ nanme is Bob

Bl acknobn. | am Director of the School of Forestry and
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Wldlife and Fisheries at Louisiana State University.
However, | am here today not to represent LSU or the
LSU AgCenter, there are other people who will do that,
but | have been asked to represent the Nationa
Associ ati on of Professional Schools and Col | eges and
its President, Dr. Perry Brown who is at the University
of Mont ana.

Qur association is an organi zation of
some 67 natural resource, higher education prograns
that are focused on research, extension and outreach
across the United States. Perhaps you have heard of
NAPFSC? It is one of those hard to pronounce acronynms,
but it is not as bad as NAUFWP.

We appreciate the opportunity to coment
on the FarmBill. That is what | amgoing to do here
today. The association is on record and ot her venues
as supporting and being in favor of a nunber of points
that | amgoing to nake here. The first of those is
sinmply inclusion of a separate forestry title in the
Farm Bill.

Secondly, we favor re-authorization of
t he Renewabl e Resources and Extension Act for 10 years
at 30 billion dollars per year or twice its current
allocation. As many of you know a | ot of work has been

done to try to get that above the 15 million dollars
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that it is currently authorized at.

Thirdly, a sustainable forestry outreach
initiative within RREA providing education to
| andowner s about sustainable forestry practices.

The fourth point is one that is really
i mportant to our association and that is |anguage
reaffirmng the i nportance of the Mcintire-Stennis
Cooperative Forestry Program and fundi ng that program
at its authorized level of 105 million dollars. Again,
as many of you know it has never been funded at nore
than about 21 nillion dollars per year nationally which
isits current |evel

Wi | e our association favors conpetitive
grant prograns and | will nmention a couple of those
later. We see the McIntire-Stennis Programwhich is a
base program a formula funded programto be the bread
and butter of the forestry and natural resource schools
around the country. It is through the Mlntire-Stennis
Program that we are able to do | ong range pl anni ng and
to direct prograns at targeted areas that need our
research, areas that we frequently can't do through
conpetitive grants prograns. W like programs |ike
| FUS and NRI, but those programs tend to drive the
nati onal agenda so to speak and to some extent linmits

t he agenda of particular states in devel oping |ong
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range prograns.

The fifth point is that we are in favor
of authorizing at a level of 960 billion dollars for
the future of agriculture and food systens program for
the period 2003 to 2011

Si x combining a forestry incentive
program and the stewardship incentive program and
funding themat a level of 15 million dollars per year

W al so favor a requirenent -- point
nunber seven that the forest service inplement a
conpetitive grants programw thin their own research
function as authorized in the Agriculture, Research and
Educati on Reform Act of 1998.

Ei ght: A requirement that the forest
service increase its collaborative research prograns
bet ween the forest service and university based
research partners.

We al so favor an increase in the natural
resources and environment section of the nationa
research initiative by 30 mllion dollars to
i ncorporation certain priorities areas, such as soi
productivity, plant responses and i nformation
technol ogy includi ng renote sensing

Poi nt number ten, an increase in forestry

hi gher education for CSREES by 10 million dollars to
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educate and provide a professional work force to

address the needs of sustainability on nonfedera

| ands. As you know, NAPFSC has been very involved in a

nati onal coalition between industry and |ots of other

groups around the country to give sonme enphasis to

sustai nability on nonfederal |ands.

i mprovenent,

Anot her

point is that we favor

enhancenment and coordi nati on of prograns

that contribute to stewardship and sustainability of

nonf eder al

forest |lands to better use research,

educati on and Extension expertise in the products of

our nation.

nonf eder al

forestry and resource school s.

Creation of national advisory board on

forest and for regional research and

Extension centers to coordi nate, integrate research,

education and extension with federal, financial and

techni cal assistance prograns.

Thirteenth point here is creation of

technol ogy transfer and applied research line item

under the Cooperative Forestry Programs of the USDA,

forest service for state and private forestry and

budget. W would hope that that state and forestry

itemcould be funded at least by five nillion in the

first year.

Finally,

a requirenent that the forest
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service establish a state and private forestry area
office to deliver cooperative prograns in the western
U S. given the big issues of fire and forest health and
so forth in the western part of the country.

Those are ny prepared conments that |
woul d concl ude by going back to the point that | nade
about formula funding. That is so inportant to the
forestry and natural resource schools of this country
that we hope the McIntire-Stennis Program can
eventual ly be funded at the level that it was
aut hori zed. Thank you very nuch.

DR. SCHWAB

Next up on my list is Dr. Paul Coriel
from Loui si ana Cooperative Service. This doesn't | ook
like Paul, but we are happy to have you.

MRS. BIVIN

| think it is probably pretty obvious

that | amnot Paul Coriel. He extends his regrets. He is

the new Director for the Louisiana Cooperative
Ext ensi on Service and he could not be here today. | am
going to share his prepared renmarks with you

It is an honor and privilege to present
conmment s today on behal f of the Louisiana Cooperative
Extensi on Service and the LSU Agriculture Center. W

strongly support continued USDA- CSREES fundi ng for
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state extension, research and education prograns that
are essential to nmaintaining healthy, safe and reliable
food and fiber systens in the U S.

The Extension Service continues to be
rel evant, effective and critically inportant to
conmunity well-being in all of Louisiana parishes.
Conmunity Qutreach and Education is needed nore today
than any tine in history due to the trenendous changes
taki ng place in society, technol ogy, denographics and
| and use. The genius of the Land Grant System and
Ext ension represents a very effective nodel how | ocal
state and federal partnerships can and should be
structured for neasurable inpacts. Land G ant
Institutions have been successfully engaged in
conmuni ti es seeking solutions to problenms through
appl i ed research and extension for over 80 years. This
success has been largely due to consistent fornula
funding that is so critical to state capacity buil ding
and program sustainability. Federal fornula funding
support is essential to the continuation of this
success.

The increasing trend toward conpetitive
funding and flat or reduced base fornula funding is of
great concern. It has led to reduced extension and

research capacity and public service inequities in
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states |ike Louisiana. W strongly urge CSREES, as our
federal partner, to continue to support and potentially
i ncrease fornmula funding to all states.

Extension is changing to address a
growing list of community chall enges, popul ation shifts
and quickly evolving information technology. These IT
advances have and will continue to present
opportunities to reach nore people. |IT, which refers
to Information Technol ogy, advances include | NTERNET,
| NTRANET, e-mmil, list serves, cell phones, voice mail
vi deo conferencing digital canmeras, distance education,
hand hel d conputers, Geographic Information Systens,

d obal Positioning Systens, precision farmng and
web-based information delivery systens, just to nane a
few. Things have changed in recent years. Mny of
these were not even heard of 10 years ago. Today npst
of us considered these IT "tools" to be essential to
day-to-day extension and research work. They are also
very costly.

Geat strides in IT and information
delivery have been made and significant advances
continue to cone on line. The Extension service sees
this as having great inplications for enhancing
ef fective conmunity education and research. W nust be

positioned to take advantage of these opportunities too
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inawy that allows us to be nore efficient and
effective. We nust, however, continue to be sensitive
to the fact that many citizens do not have access to
t hese technol ogi es and nmust work to assure they are not
| eft behind. Continued CSREES funding, however, will
be essential to make this a reality due to shrinking
state budget and reduced parish faculty.

The Extension Service and Experi nment
Station in Louisiana are undergoing a significant
reorgani zati on both due to budget constraints and the
need for increased efficiency through program
integration. CQur parish agents are getting fewer in
nunber, becom ng nmore specialized and working in
nmul ti-parish assignments. W are fully integrating
research and extension functions within the LSU
Agriculture Center through the nerger of Extension
specialists into canpus departnments and through the
creation of eight newregions that will be adninistered
by regional directors with joint extension and research
responsibilities. W are re-assigning parish agents to
new regi onal positions that focus on critical and
enmergi ng chal l enges such as water scarcity, watershed
managenent, econom ¢ devel opnent, character education
and farm financial managenent. W are al so devel opi ng

and i npl enenting new environnmental stewardship
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initiatives for farners and ranchers, such as the
Master Farner Program which is sinmilar to the Master
Logger Program and the Lower M ssissippi River

Initiative, the 8-State FarmBill conservation

provi sions action plan; as well as youth and environnental

initiatives such as Marsh Maneuvers, WId Wods
Wanderi ngs and Sci-Tech canps.

We are very concerned about conti nued
chroni c poverty, obesity, teen pregnancy and high
illiteracy rates in Louisiana and we are inplenenting
strong conmuni ty-based Extension prograns to address
t hese chal | enges, such as workforce devel oprment, famly
financi al managenent, parenting education, nutrition
and health initiatives and food safety prograns.

We are conmitted to rural economc
devel opnent and have real |l ocated significant human
resources in Extension to neet this critical challenge.
Prograns such as the Conmunity Leadership and Economi c
Devel opnent initiative, the Agricultural Leadership
Program e-conmmerce education, farm policy awareness
prograns and comunity asset identification are
ef fective, but much nore can and shoul d be done

In conclusion, we would like to urge and
request that CSREES naintain and potentially enhance

formula funding commitnments to states. This continued
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base support will assure that comunity-based research
and extension progranms will continue to touch and
enhance the quality of life of both rural and urban
citizens. Extension has been very successful in
bringi ng research-based know edge to all citizens for
the past 80 years. W believe that the next 80 years
will be nore exciting and present even nore
opportunities for inproving |lives as we enhance the
Land Grant Systemis comitment to nulti-disciplinary
engagenent in all communities.

I will add one brief coment. | think
Loui siana was one of the fewif not the only state that
reported a 25 percent commitnent to multi-function

multi-state effort with the use of federal base funds.

Thank you.
DR SCHWAB
Thank you very rmuch. | would like to say
that quality over quantity -- | think we have a good

quantity, but excellent quality this norning in the
conments we are receiving. W appreciate what has been
said so far and | ook forward to what is to cone.

Next is M. JimTripp. |Is M. Tripp in
t he audi ence? Following himis Dr. Bud Vandersteen
fromthe Forestry Organi zati on and CARET, Council for

Agricul ture Research, Education and Teachi ng.
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MR. VANDERSTEEN
Good nmorning. My name first is Buck,
B- U-C-K, Vandersteen. | am Director of the Louisiana

Forestry Association and | admire very nmuch the nen and

worman who have earned their doctorate degree. | have
not earned a doctorate degree. | am M. Buck
Vandersteen. | do not have the privilege of being

named a doctor.

I amdirector of a non-profit trade
associ ation consisting of over 3,000 | andowners,
| oggers and industry who depend heavily upon the
services of our Land G ant universities to neet
scientific and extension and educati on.

| am al so Past - President of the National
Counci| of Forestry Association Executives, part of the
Nati onal Coalition for Sustaining Anerica' s Non-federa
Forests and attached to this presentation is a copy of
the Executive Summary of the Coalition's report titled
"A National Investnment in Sustainable Forestry:
Addressing the Stewardship of Non-federal Forest |ands
t hrough Research, Education and Extension/ Qutreach."

Finally, | serve as Vice-chairman for the
Council for Agricultural Research, Extension and
Teachi ng, otherw se known as CARET. This organization

is a group of stakeholders fromaround the country that
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work very closely with the National Association of
State Universities and Land Grant Coll eges and |
specifically have been asked to represent LSU in this
capacity. As CARET representative | have had the

uni que opportunity to see the enthusi asm and

prof essionalismat which the Cooperative State

Resear ch, Educati on and Extension Service operates and
the way they support the needs of agriculture and
natural resource nanagenent across the country. |
conmmend the efforts of all USDA enpl oyees and
especially the support and | eadershi p of CSREES
Admi ni strator, Colien Hefferan.

It is no secret that federal funding for
agriculture, research, teachi ng and extension have not
kept up with other federal agency research investnents.
Even so decades of investnent through CSREES based
progranmm ng and conpetitive fundi ng have revol utionized
agriculture production ensuring a safe, affordable food
supply to all Americans, but agriculture does not
live on bread alone. It takes a strong network of
agri busi ness to supply equi pment and ot her inputs,
process agriculture products and connect producer to
the market. It takes comunities with trained and
vi sionary | eaders who can antici pate devel opnent. It

t akes respect and understanding for the environnent,
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and the ram fications of agricultural production within
di verse stakehol der needs. And it takes the education
of students of all ages; whether through 4-H for
youngsters, degree work in agriculture and life
sci ences or continuing education for producers and
consuners alike to all benefit fromour Land G ant
I nstitutions.

My expertise lies in forest nanagenent
which is a major conponent of agriculture rel ated
i ndustries. Forests cover about a third of our
country, about 750 million acres. About half or 350
mllion acres of these lands are privately owed. O
that half, approximtely 80 percent is owned by
non-industrial |andowners. W refer to themas fanmly
forests. There are over 10 million fanmily forests
t hroughout this country and very few of them use the
expertise of foresters in nmaking forest nanagenent
decisions. As we continue to |earn nore about forests
it becones clear that effective managenent demands nore
i nformation and nore education to assist |andowners on
t he ground.

Wth the growing interest in sustainable
forest managenment, forest certification and water
quality protection, our forestry and related natura

resource schools are asked to provide nore research and
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technol ogi cal transfer through extension and teaching
to help these ten mllion forest |andowners achieve the
best they can fromtheir forest. Specifically we are
aski ng CSREES and USDA agriculture prograns to continue
and enhance fundi ng nmechani sns through prograns |ike
Mcintire-Stennis Forestry Research Act, the Renewabl e
Research Extension Act, Smith-Lever, Hatch, the

Nati onal Research Initiative Conpetitive Grants Program
and others mentioned today nust be increased to neet
the follow ng research, educati on and extensi on needs
fromforesters.

Nunber one: To significantly enhance
sustainability and productivity of nonfederal famly
forests. A good exanple is the change of public policy
on use of forest resources frompublic lands. That has
put trenendous pressure on private lands. |If the
private | ands are going to neet the denmands of citizens
today and future generations, we need the expertise and
research, extension to teach

To conserve and sustain forests to neet
soci ety's needs today w thout conprom sing future
generations. Extrenely inportant research is needed as
we nanage our forests. Are we naking sure that those
forests will continue to produce at the sane capacity

that they are today for future generations?
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Conti nui ng education prograns, the next
poi nt, continuing education prograns for resource
prof essi onal s who advi se diverse forest |andowners and
managers. W have prograns for |oggers called the
Mast er Loggers Progranms. We have found that a grow ng
i nterest of nen and wonen in the forestry profession
t hat have been out of school for a nunmber of years find
it extremely valuable to keep up with infornation
technol ogy through our Land Grant Universities.

Build a greater capacity for inprovenent
of incentive-based prograns to support sustainabl e
managenent of non-federal forest. W have used our Land
Grant universities to help us develop voluntarily
non-regul atory best nanagenent practice prograns. W
work closely with the Natural Resource Conservation
Service and the U S. Forest Service in devel oping
conservation prograns that are beneficial to private
| andowners. We enphasi ze the need for these prograns
to be incentive driven and voluntary conpliance. O
particular interest here is a programcalled the
Wet | ands Reserve Programthat has received a | ot of
publicity, but yet even in that programwe are trying
to work with the |l eaders in that programto be a
little nore sensitive to tinmber managenent in that

program Right now, if you read the fine print in the
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Wet | ands Reserve Program it is alnpbst inpossible to
manage your tinmber without levels and | evels and | ayers
of bureaucracy. W would like to see that part of the
Wet | ands Reserve Program nodi fied, so that it enhances
and encourages forest nanagenment and Wetl ands Reserve
Pr ogr am

Finally, inproved database and tineliness
of forest inventory, nmonitoring and assessnent of
forest resources. | believe it was WIIliam Rogers that
said, that if you don't know where you are, you won't
know when you get there. |If we don't know the status
of our forest inventory through inventory sanpling and
reporting of that inventory, we won't know how to
manage that for future generations.

| can't enphasi ze enough the inportance
of formula funding in our industry. It is critical to
hel p us neet the various and changi ng demands of the
forest industry. Over the past decade fornula funding
has declined on an inflation-adjusted basis. This has
limted the capacity of our institutions to respond to
critical issues and provi de necessary outreach to
| andowners and ot her stakehol ders. Formula funding
needs to be increased. It needs to be brought up to
the standards of other federal scientific investnents.

The fact that the anpbunt of consuner's di sposable incone
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spent on food and fiber has declined over the | ast severa

decades indicates that federal investnent dollars have
been well spent for the benefit of society. So as we
i ncrease funding for agriculture research, extension
and education | anticipate that the benefits to society
wi Il be enhanced much nuch nore.

G fford Pinchot -- he was the first
United States forester. Back in the early 1900s he
said that we depend upon natural resources for
everything fromthe food we eat to the wood in our
hormes and the fuel that runs our industries. Wthout
natural resources prosperity is out of our reach

I would only add to his prophetic words
that without adequate funding for research, extension
and education we will never fully know prosperity in
our country. Thank you.

DR. SCHWAB

Thank you, Buck. | apologize for getting
your name wong on the program Qur Admi nistrator
Colien Hefferan is one of the small private forest
hol ders, as is ny own father. | appreciate
your coments and | ook forward to working
wi th your group

I think we might take a 10 or 15 minute

break or so and give everyone a chance to mngle and
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(A brief recess was taken at 10:00 a.m)

DR SCHWAB

We have had a couple of additions to the

schedule. We have talked a little bit over the break.

W will proceed along a different format a little bit

nodi fied fromwhat was originally in the announcenent.

First of all, | would |like to make sure

t hat everybody signs in so that we know that you

attended and interested in this program The sign-in

sheet is by the coffee. W figured that would be a

good place. This is for our records so that we can say

all of you were here and take a nice head count.

I think how we will proceed for the rest

of the session due to the restricted flights to

Washington. Jimand | need to return today. Qur flight out

of Louisiana is at 4:.30. We will have to call the

whol e session to a close around two o' clock so we can

get to the airport ontine. | amsorry to inmpose our

| ocal restrictions on our conversations here.

Hopefully, we can get through the rest of the speakers

by lunch tinme and take a break for |lunch and conme back

for an hour or so for our round-table discussion for

those of you who are interested in that and then draw

the session to a close at that tine.

We would like to
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go back and pick up Adell Brown representing Southern
Uni versity who was on the schedul e previously, but now
is ready to give his comments. Thank you.
MR, BROWN

Thank you all very nmuch. Thank you, sir.
| amvery pleased to be here, pleased to know that
was first and not present, pleased to know that | was
on the program | do now understand why the Leodrey
kept insisting that | ought to be here today. He said,
are you comng? | said, certainly. But | had no
notion. | actually went in the last couple of days ago
and had someone from Washington to fax nme the agenda
and read the agenda and |look at it very carefully, |ook
at all you prom nent individuals who were going to
speak. Then in ny nmind, | said | wanted to nake
certain that | get an opportunity to conme hear these
great presentations not knowi ng that the agenda woul d
have been altered and | would be included. So I am
nost hunbl ed to be anbng you

| bring you greetings this norning on
behal f of Dr. Leodrey WIllians who is now the
Chancel | or of the Southern University Agriculture
Research and Extension Center. This is a new
phenonenon that was devel oped about three nonths ago.

It has been in the workings for over five years. |
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think it will give us an opportunity to do our business
alittle bit better to bring greater continuity and
stream i ne the Research and Extension functions and
also it helps us and this process has been devel oped as
a great relationship for us working with our sisters
and partners at LSU AgCenter. W are very pleased on
that. W are pleased to be here this norning. | wll
try to do a couple of things very quickly. | want to
tal k about the 1890 Systemand then a little bit about
Sout hern University.

First, let nme begin by saying that we
have enjoyed a great working relationship with LSU and
the AgCenter in the State of Louisiana. Also,

i kewi se, we have enjoyed a great working relationship
with CSREES. That standing relationship has been
around for a while. W understand the agency to sone
degree. W are yet learning all the intricacies and

t he nui sances of working with CSREES. As we tal k about
where we need to go we want to tal k about a couple of
things that are inportant to us.

When we tal k about the 1890 Comunity, we
are tal king about at this point eighteen Land Grant
uni versities predoninantly located in the south with
t he exception of klahoma, M ssouri, Del aware, West

Virginia. West Virginia was an original 1890 Land
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Grant university. It opted out of that status when we
started back in the '70s. Recently, they decided they
wanted to be a part of us and we wel cone themto the
t abl e.

As we tal k about the 1890 Land G ant
Systemthere are sone things that are nost inportant to
us. One is the leveling of formula funding. As we al
know over the |last several years fornula funding has
been flat at best, if you, calculate all of the -- if
you get the economist tied up init, it is been
decreasing at a steady rate as far as what you have
been able to do with the dollars you get. So we are
nost concerned and as CSREES goes about doing its
busi ness with this up the chain as they deal with REE
and the secretary we want to make certain that as nuch
enphasis is put on the forrmula fundi ng because what it
does it provides the stability to insure that we
continue to do our good worKk.

| guess | shoul d pause for a nonent and
say as we go through this period since Septenber 11, we
all have had a regeneration and al nost a nega
experience as it relates to being Anericans and how
well we need to serve one another. As our soldiers go
forth and continue to do their great works, we are here

on the ground naking sure that we never |ose touch with
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the people that we are designed to serve. So we want
to make sure the fornula funding provides us that
opportunity to continue to serve the citizens of the
United States, citizens of that 1890 community, the
citizens of Louisiana. W want to make certain that we
maintain that. W recognize the dynam cs that takes

pl ace in Washington as it relates to transition from
formula funding to conpetitive grants. W enbrace that
in part recognizing that you have to have a base in
order to be conpetitive in a conpetitive process. So
as CSREES works with that and tries to bal ance that out,
want to nake sure that we don't see that as a
conpetitive situation, but sone conpetitive events that
grants us an opportunity to supplenent what we do on
our base funding piece.

As we relate to the conpetitive piece
one of the things that we are npbst concerned about is
nost of us being small institutions with [imted
capacity that we don't get |ocked out of the |oop
because there is oftentinmes -- and | have partici pated
on these review panels -- that persons begin to dea
wi th people they know, they begin to deal with people
that have a reputation in their conmunity and if you
don't know the 1890 conmunity, then you will |ess

likely support the initiatives even though they are

we
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witten well.

| have persons to say, well, it is a good
proposal, but do they have the capacity to carry it
through. There is always another extra | oop that we
nmust junp through. So in that regard we want to nake
certain that as you devel op revi ew panels, as you
devel op the system the process that goes through, that
you include 1890s in that process.

The other thing that is nopst inportant as

you begin to do your business is if you go into it

recogni zing that there are many partners at the table and

that this community as we nove forward dictates that we
have a comunity of partners. That there is
col l aboration, that we nust |everage what we do and go
in there with that notion that all partners are
important, | think that you will downstream as you put
forth commttees, commttee structures, as you begin to
draw criteria, you will take that into consideration
I think attitude is nost inportant as we nove forward.
As we think about the 1890 community
there are sone initiatives that we have been working on
for the last 20 years that we have been successful at
limted degrees. W need CSREES to be at the table to
hel p us at those tables that we are not at. As we talk

about increased funding, formula funding, the smal
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forest, forest snmall scale agriculture initiative.
There is also a piece on the table that we have as it
relates to the 2501 Program The 2501 Program had its
origin in farmers home adninistration back in the days
where it was designed to help snall farners be better
farm managers. | think it conplenments the Extension
Program very well and to that degree we need conti nued
support on that.

| guess the other thing is that we have
with the 1890 community one of the things that we have
enjoyed is the Facility Gants. Helping us build
capacity by hel ping us build structures and buil di ngs
and we want to continue to naintain that piece of it.
We appreciate the effort that you have put into that
and the support that you have given us for that. |
think that -- but as we build capacity with buil dings,
we need you to work equally as hard with us to nake
certain that we build capacity in prograns. Because
what we don't want to get caught in is having a bunch
of buil dings and nobody in those buildings, no prograns
init.

Internal to CSREES is how you do your
busi ness and how your business relates to us. One of
t he ones beyond the competitive piece has to deal wth

hel pi ng 1890 conmunities, hel ping Southern University
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build capacity. Otentines, the notion of building
capacity has to deal with Southern University sending a
faculty nenber to Washington to work with your

organi zation. Working whether it is in comunications,
whether it is in one of the problematic areas, which is
good and we really do appreciate that. But the other
side of capacity is to have faculty nenbers to cone
from Washington to work with our institution to give
critical |eadership to the areas to help us build
capacity. W are continually talking to your
admi ni strator about that and making certain that we
want to be included in the process. Because we have
two people and you take one of themto Washi ngton and
you' ve just taken 50 percent of our capacity. |If you
got 300 people and you send one, you begin to see the
relativity of what we are tal king about. W really
want you to think about that for a while and work with
us on that.

In that capacity building, one of the
things that we know is going to happen is that as
dollars get tighter, as the situation gets greater and
just as technol ogy evol ves and becones nore user
friendly and increases our capacity to serve in
di fferent ways, we want you all to help us help our

citizens and help us continue to build an
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infrastructure as it relates to technol ogy, so that we
can get into the distance Ag.

One of the great areas that you begin in
the distance Ag has to do with curricul um desi gn, naking
sure that what we teach is applicable to the kinds of
medi uns that we are using to teach it. | nean, you
can't teach the sane way to the audience as | talk to
you all as you would if it was stand al one on the Wb
or is it just tolearn it and there is two-way
i nteraction.

So | know as you build capacity,
understand that you are in the process now of
restructuring your I T Unit. You are also in the
process of doing a strategic plan in your unit. |If you
are in the process of doing these things, we need to be
at the tabl e because as we develop this partnership and
in the next area our transition into has to deal wth
accountability. Because | know, | understand that
technology will play a pivotal role as how we do our
busi ness as we report the good works that we are doing.

So let's nobve on to accountability.
Accountability has to deal with -- | recently got back,
| ast week was over at Texas A&M tal king about the REEIS
-- Research Extension Education Information System

When | got to Texas A&M tal ki ng about REEIS there was
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sonething called EAS on the table. | was out of the
| oop -- Extension Accountability -- anyway it is on
the table.

DR. SCHWAB

We know what it is. W just don't know

what it stands for.
MR. BROWN

It is there. Al these systens are
designed to be is to, again ,streamine how we do our
busi ness, how do we nake certain that the perfornmance
i ndi cators and the objectives that we do, so that we
can ultimately tell the right story to Washi ngton.

W have two special interests in that
piece. One is that as you build these systens we have
to build themso that our information challenges into
those systens in a neani ngful way, so it doesn't get
lost in the mix. W are always conscious about the
ki nds of work we do because we tend to work with the
person with, the least of the comunity -- those often
in a political dynamic situation, we get caught up
tal ki ng about social programs. Well, we still believe
that education is a great equalizer and that you have
to do certain basic kinds of educational prograns in
order to really nove people forward economically and

social ly.
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So as we build indicators we want to make
certain that we don't |ose sight of that fact. That
it my take us five years to achieve the quantitative
ki nds of outconmes that you woul d expect, the yields and
producti on of those kinds of prograns to achieve in a
growi ng season. W want to nmake certain that we are
i nvolved in that process. That we are at the table
when we start tal king about what is inportant.

Al so, recently, | noted that the inpact
statenments came out that tried to capture a world, a
country's view of what good we have done w th Extension
Service. | applaud that effort and it is sonething
that we absolutely necessarily must do, but as we do it
we have to be conscious that as we reflect, as we paint
the picture or as we quilt the quilt, or as we display
Anerica we must nake certain that those include the
diversity that is at the table to include the 1890s and
| suspect that we should talk about the 1994 and ot her
mnority serving institutions to nake certain that we
partner with everybody that is included in the process.

| guess for a person that didn't have a
speech, didn't know he was going to speak, guys, | have
gi ven you just about all | got. W appreciate the
opportunity to be here to nmake certain that you

understand and appreci ate that we do take our business
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seriously. That we do appreciate all the partnerships
and rel ationshi ps that exist between 1862s, 1890s,
USDA and all of our other entities, the Harvey Reeds,
the non-profits at the table because it will take all of
us if we are going to truly nake an inpact and change
the way the conditions of Anerica, so that there will
be all persons will have an opportunity to really enjoy
the fruits of this great country. Thank you
DR SCHWAB

Thank you very much. W ook forward to
| earning new ways to work with the 1890s and all of the
other minority serving institutions. |In the same way
that we have a very long established history in working
with the 1862 Land Grant’s.

I would like to see since we are at 10: 30
if M. JimTripp is here? He was schedul ed at 10: 30.
Well, we are going to junp down to sonme of our adhoc
attendees who are new on the [ist.

We have Ethel Tarlton from Fam |y and
Conmuni ty Educati on.

VMRS. TARLTON

Good norning. | ama volunteer with the
Loui si ana Association for Fanmily and Community
Educations, presently Vice-president for Programs and

al so the Jefferson Pari sh FCE President.
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The Loui si ana Association for Fam |y and
Conmuni ty Education is a non-profitable educational and
civic organization with over 2000 nenbers st atewi de.
FCE offers in partnership with the Louisiana Extension
service of the LSU Ag Center opportunities for
continui ng education, |eadership devel opnent and
conmunity service. In collaboration with other
organi zati ons and agenci es, our prograns are supported
with grants and donations to devel op and strengthen the
educational skills and we were awarded first place in
the National FCE Education Category for the year 2000

Loui siana FCE literacy progranms are
geared to awaken parents to the inportance of hel ping
their children becone good readers, thereby reducing
future illiteracy. Additionally, FCE volunteers are
trained to teach character devel op through the
nati onal ly recogni zed Character Counts Programs of the
Joseph Institute of Ethics.

Qur environment conmittees focus on
coastal erosion, salt water intrusion and recycling
education, raises awareness of our regions rapidly
vani shing resources. W are especially proud of our
Fam |y Choice TV Project that advocates better
television for children and will target violent video

ganmes next year. This annual FCE canpaign to tune out
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vi ol ence on April the 5th has resulted in the rating
system presently used nati onwi de by TV networks. And
we are currently working to change the present aged-base
systemto a nore informative one that identifies
program cont ent .

Signatures are collected and tabul at ed
and sent to the sponsors of the shows the petitioner
deens the nost violent. For the past three years
Loui si ana FCE has collected the npost signatures
nati onw de.

In April 2000 Louisiana FCE presented a
cerenoni al check for nearly two mllion dollars to
menbers of the Loui siana Senate and House representing
140, 000 hours vol unteered by FCE nenbers | ast year
For this innovative presentation, we were again awarded
nati onal recognition for |eadership by our parent
organi zati on.

Leadershi p devel opnent is very inportant
to FCE and the organization's Leadership Prograns
enmpower |eaders to work in all areas of the comunity.
For exanple, nenbers of the Terrebonne Parish were
instrumental in getting a bond issue passed in their
conmunity to keep their local library opened full tine.
Qur nenbers have run for political office. Menbers and

former nmenbers are mayors, school board nenbers, state
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representatives and serve on all types of advisory
boards across Loui si ana.

Vol unteers often rise to a | evel higher
than you can hope to expect. They enjoy sharing their
tal ents and know edge with others. They devel op
sel f-confi dence, grow personally, live |onger and build
ent husiasm for a program Vol unteers have i medi ate
access to their comunity. They have sincerity,
passion and are innovative and have vision. The
benefit of using volunteers in conmunity programs not
only provides for the volunteer's personal growh and
potential |eadership develop, but is to the conmunity's
advantage as well. Thank you.

MR, SPURLI NG

One nore remnder. |f you haven't signed

t he book please do so. Next is Wody Cruise.
MR, CRUI SE:

My nane is Whody Cruise. | currently sit
as Vice-Chair of the Jefferson Parish Marine Fisheries
Advi sory Board and as its appointee to the Jefferson
Pari sh Economi ¢ Devel opnent Conmi ssion where | served
as its Chairnman |last year. Participation in these
groups have brought me into contact with the Loui siana
Cooperative Extension Service and it is through that

body that | address this forum
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As born in the city, | guess that makes
nme a city slicker. | have the heart of a Cajun and
spent a lot tine with the grandfather down in the
wetl ands; still a hunter and fisherman and a parent of
future hunters and fishernen. | have |learned that the
regul ati ons involving these fisheries and the rights to
hunt have becone incredibly conpl ex over the years.
Twenty years ago you needed a |icense, there were no
l[imts, there were no creel (phonetic) limts, there
were no size limts and there were no different --
speci es were known as one type of species, whereas now
there may be 30 subspecies that have all their own
individual limts. Wy | amgoing in this direction?

Wel |, the Cooperative Extension Service
part of what they can do is deci pher the regul ations
and explain themin | anguage that fishernen can
understand. | have the benefit of rather an extensive
education, probably nore than ny parents cared to pay
for, but there are a lot of fishermen down there that
don't. The Extension Service conmunicates the | egal ese
in a way that these people can understand and it keeps
peopl e safe and out of trouble.

Anot her benefit of the Extension Service
is their education and pronotion of the resource

t hrough economic -- and which al nbst ends up in an
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economn ¢ devel opnent capacity.

There are 300,000 or nore |icensed
fishernen in south Louisiana. Pronotion through Boards
like this Fisheries Board that | sit on end up
i ncreasing the econom ¢ inpact of the recreational and
the conmmercial fisheries locally. Another large factor
is that they educate people about coastal wetl ands
preservation and restoration. W are always soliciting
funds for those efforts and those efforts are ongoing

Perhaps singularly and nost inportantly
is what | have seen Cooperative Extension Service
i ndividuals do in the way of |eadership devel oprment.
They take individuals who may have sone and even
mar gi nal education and teach themthe ability to
conmuni cate their thoughts and their feelings wthout
getting angry because nothing turns a group off or
makes a group | ook worse than sonmeone who is angry and
sinmply vehenent over their problem The service has
hel ped ne nove through the ranks in the economc
devel opnent circles to where | can address |arge
groups, whereas before | had very little experience in
these matters. But urban environnents need the
Ext ensi on Service as nmuch as the rural environnents
just because the only trees we have are on the sidewal k

doesn't nean that we don't have needs and issues that






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

68

require attention, education and expl anati on.

In closing | want to say that USDA --
rather the partnership between USDA and NOAH works. |t
works well. It is one that should be kept going.
Thank you.

MR. SPURLI NG

Thanks very much, Wwody. | do want to
rem nd everyone these are recorded and we are going to
be publishing all of the statenents that are nmade
They will be on a website and, hopefully, nenbers of
Congress will also read themand find out the stories
such as Wody just told. That is our hope.

Next | have Jeffrey Bastuscheck.

MR. BASTUSCHECK:

My nane is Jeffrey Bastuscheck. | ama
Grants and Contracts Specialist for the
Al abama Cooperative and Extension System | hadn't
necessarily planned to nake a fornal presentation. |
hope | nmake sonme sense in the notes that | jotted down
qui ckly.

As the Grants and Contracts Speciali st
for the Al abama Cooperative Extension System we are a
unified system That is the 1890 and 1862 Extension
Prograns have been nerged into one overall system So

| speak pretty much on behalf of the 1890 that is
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Al abama A&M as wel |l as the 1862 which is |ocated at
Aubur n.

A coupl e of issues of concern. The
formul a versus conpetitive funding mx which has been
brought up is killing us. W have |ost probably close
to half of our county agents that are the nmain, front
line service providers because of reductions not only
in federal but also state funding. It is fine to have
the research, but if you don't have the county agents
out getting trained in the new results and able to
provi de the educational progranming, it is not really
worth that rnuch.

The conpetitive prograns are excellent.
Al abanma does not have nuch of a track record in
receiving themand |ike anything you need to have a
track record. You need to have success to get nore
success. My job is to try to inprove that and it's
been very frustrating. A nunber of issues that are not
specific to Al abama, but are very concerned to us
necessarily, the question of sustainable
agriculture. | have seen this in the CSREES
publication noving to sustainable agriculture, but |
don't see it in the papers. | see a |lot of research on
genones and work on the production agriculture

and commodity crops, but | don't see it
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novi ng down the nunber of issues of sustainable
agriculture, particularly, known point source

pol lution, runoff, manure, asbestos issues and al so
gl obal nmarketing issues for the small farmer. Rura
areas are of great concerns.

Al abama does have cotton that is a major
commodity crop. It also has a substantial forestry
i ndustry. Many of our farmers are small farmers and
are part-time because they can't afford to farm ful
time. So there are issues there of concern to support
snmal | beef operations or vegetable truck farners -- how
do they market? How can they survive?

Rel ated to that are issues of sustaining
and devel oping rural communities. Al abana has sone of
t he poorest counties in the United States. Wen ny son
worked in New Mexico State he and | would trade
i mportant county stories and he would win. Even so
there are a nunber of counties where the crop |and has
reverted to forest lands. It is owned by large tinber
corporations who do not harvest frequently. The county
cannot gain tax revenue. There is no real incone
conming into the counties fromthat resource. W need
to |l ook at ways of devel opi ng other resources as
Extension can play a significant role. Those are sone

of the major issues that we are faced with






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

71

Wth the forrmula funding, | recognize
since | am supposed to do grants and contracts, ny
background i s program devel opnent. Formula funding can
|l ead to conplacency. It can lead to always doing
things the way we always done things. There needs to
be a bal ance. The conpetitive funding encourages or
forces people to think in different ways, but it is
short term Not having a steady funding base to set
t he agenda that we need to set because our project my
not be covered by the conpetitive priorities. W need
to have the substantial formula funding based on
pl anni ng and with accountability standards, would
strongly encourage the fornula funding, increases in
formula funding to provide the basic support.

| just ran out of ny notes. I will reke
this in some kind of coherent formand submit it as
wel .  Thank you for the opportunity.

MR. SPURLI NG

Next up we have a farnmer, oyster farnmer,
who has sone forestry and | understand other farmng
ventures. Carolyn Fal gout.

MRS. FALGOUT:

Good norning. First of all, | guess you

are wondering why | amhere. | think the main purpose

why | am here is through the Extension Service, through
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LSU Leadership Prograns and, nmainly, learning that it
is a cruel world out there and hel ps not an armreach
away. It is just knowing the right people to contact
and who to ask to help you solve your problens. Before
I got in an Agriculture Leadership Program| was the
type of person that was willing to fight for what
believed in. If I was right, | would go to any
nmeasures to prove | was right. | attended an Ag
Leadershi p Program and | wondered why ne.

I had a high school education. | wanted
to be a veterinarian and it was whether to be that or
go with ny father's business and start neki ng noney.

My nmot her worked on a dairy farm M father sold
seafood in the French Market. Right out of high schoo
| got a truck. Did horse shows and rodeos, worked on a
dai ry farm and because of popul ati on expl osi on | and
just becanme an issue. W couldn't |ease anynore. W
just had what we owned and it nore or |ess kind of
pushed us out of the dairy business, but it was in ny
heart and soul. | just loved the animals.

At that point nmy father decided | needed
to be emanci pated at 15 and get into his business.

Well, that was great. It sounded big and inportant,
but since | lived with himand he paid all the expenses

| only got $17 a week. The rest of the noney had to go
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to buy stock in his corporation. | guess that was ny
education of hard knocks. You did what you had to do
You didn't worry if you were a girl, a boy, a man or a
wonan.

Through Geral d Hoi st (phonetic) | got on
a Marine Fisheries Advisory Board representing the
oyster industry. Gerald nmade a difference in ny life.
| admired him Through that | got on the Fisheries
Advi sory Board for the oyster industry.

In the past year, | becanme the President
of Loui siana Oyster Growers and Deal ers Associ ati on,
which is going into their 50th year. | got involved
with Sea Grant, John Stupine (phonetic), which is
studying -- boards. In turn the advisory board sent ne
to this Ag Leadership Program | am wondering, what am
| doing here? It made ne | ook back and realize, you
say you can bend a tree when it is young, but you can't
bend it when it gets older. | beg to differ. They did
bend this tree.

| got to see the other side of how when
you have an idea even though you are 100 percent right
you have to be able to talk to people. You have to
find out everybody's differences on this and sit down
as a group and you can work it out together. In

working it out together you will not lose. It is al
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about everybody has to win and it would be better than

going up with your sleeves rolled up and ready to start

a fight like Wody Cruise was saying. | was one of the
peopl e on that board that if | was right, | would stand
there and fight until | dropped. It is not about that.

Through Dr. Roberts and Geral d Hoi st
giving a speech at an oyster convention they nade us
aware that everybody needed VMP. | didn't know what in
the world they were tal king about, but in the Ag
Leadership Program VMPs canme up with forestry and we
got to know different organizations at VMP. Dr.
Roberts and Geral d Hoi st advised the oyster industry
you need VMPs.

So as ny project in Ag Leadership | wote
a guideline for VMPs. | amnot a witer. | don't have
a coll ege education, not a speaker, but through
Extension | can find what | need and believe you ne
they are there to help us. Wthout Extension Service,
| don't know what | would do. It is just |ike Sea
Grant. | have an oyster issue, | call John Stupine;
and if he can't tell nme, he finds sonebody that can.

Jefferson Parish Advisory Board we deal
with fishing issues both recreational and commrerci al .
Through the advisory board we started the Loui siana

State Fisheries Museum which | amon the foundation
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and task force. As much as | dreaded going to an Ag
Leadership Class, | just finished nmy last class and it
is alnpbst heart breaking. Because it is |ike you w sh
you could do it over again. Like, what did | mss? It
hel ped ne so much. Through that | got involved with a
Mast er Farm Program

I am kind of an entrepreneur. | have
been one all of my life. | was taught if you want
sonet hing bad enough in life, it is at an arms reach;
keep going until you get it. | started raising beef
cattle on the Northshore. | had two houses, one in
Jefferson and one in the Northshore. Got involved with
beef cattle. Decided that | didn't want to do that. |
know | didn't want to mlk cattle any nore. It is too
hard and | amtoo old, but through the beef cattle |
got involved with the American Breeders Association, in
which | do a seed stock program | got involved with a
VMPs on a farm W are starting to do this through a
Master Farm Programwith LSU and it has to be done and
sonebody has to do it.

| mean, we have 4-H, but who is going to
gui de these kids? W is going to help them show what
wor ks and what don't work? Unl ess we get involved and
actually be a | eader and to ne a | eader is always --

sonmebody that thinks that | can get up there and nake a
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it is not all about book

learning. It is about on-hands experience and being

abl e to show peopl e and prove that things work.

| got invol

ved with water quality issues.

Agai n, Wody was at one of these neetings when they

cane in and they were go

ng to shove fresh water

di versi on down the oyster farmers throats. They

weren't going to contro

it. W are not against fresh

water diversion. W need it. W have saline

noni tori ng whi ch hel ps us because the salinity is too

high in the oyster industry. It will kill our oysters.

Yes, then we want fresh water diversion. Then when we

have too nmuch rain fromfloods, then we need to turn

off these fresh water diversions.

| nmean, al

of these oyster fishernen

don't have a coll ege education. They don't understand a

broad vocabul ary. You have to be able to break things

down to them They are also a showne type of person.

wal ked out of this neeting -- | was going to quit the

advi sory board because they didn't want to tal k and

they made us vote on this and | |ost.

| wal ked out and | was going to quit.

After thinking about it for a while, | called the

Parish President. | told

i ke nine people there.

himit was unfair. They had

They were supposed to give us a
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presentation and in turn they ended up maki ng us vote
and | lost. | wanted equal tinme. | called a few of ny
friends in Extension Service and found out that the
Pari sh President could rescind the vote and give ne
equal tinme, supply ne with a place to have a neeting.
Called all the fishermen fromGand Isle to Lafitte to
Pl aqueni nes Parish and we worked out a solution for
control | ed diversion

This makes you really see that even
t hough sonebody conmes in there and they are better
prepared than you and they win, there is sonebody
listening out there and people that will help you and
through all of this now we have controll ed diversion
| got involved with Coast 2050. | found out if you get
into a project early in the stages -- and believe you
me without this Ag Leadership Programthis woul dn't
have been Carolyn's way of doing things. |If you attend
these neetings, they listen to you. You can nake a
di fference. You can give theman input. And even
| obbyi ng | egislation, nost of these nmen up there are
experts in certain fields. They are asked to vote on
nmllions of things. They don't understand. They don't
know, unless an individual that does these things on a
daily basis explains it to them you know, they are not

interested, but if you are interested enough to tel
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them they will [|isten.

Don't know what else to tell you other
than | aminvolved in Farm Bureau. | think oyster
fishing is farming. It is one of the rare seafood's
that don't swm You have to seed it. You need a
bottomto put it on. You have to care for it and
attend it regularly. | see where Farm Bureau can help
us there.

My goal as President is not deceiving
anybody in the oyster industry. | had to appoint four
people to the Governor's Task Force. | would have
liked to sit on it and learn, but | got thinking with
the oyster industry -- they separated and went with two
fields. And | think nowit is time to bring it back
and have one industry. Not Plaquem nes in the State of
Loui siana. Just one oyster industry that everybody can
wor k together and have a good input.

| decided to | eave nmy task force al one
and work on nore nenbership and com ng cl oser together
with Farm Bureau. Through the beef industry | belong
to a ABBA, which it was unheard of in six years, got
real serious about the genetics and wanting to rmake the
perfect animal, which | don't think anybody found yet,
but | was |ucky enough to win show cow of the year

| got to be an international director and
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t aki ng advantage of trips to Mexico with the Live
Cattle Sem nars; got involved with the parishes
archives building that they will be establishing. |
nean, we have a lot of history here in Jefferson. M
husband gets aggravated because | am al ways going to
sonmepl ace or doi ng sonething, but he just don't
under st and nobody wants to get involved. And as |ong
as | can breath and squeeze things in | hope to be
there and get involved and answer the questions that
are needed.

| can't say enough about the Extension
Service and especially 4-H | travel 17 states a year
and | have not ever net a bad child or a disrespectful
child that works with animals. Washington just don't
understand how i nportant all these kids and Extension
Services are when you are doi ng VMP

If you have any questions that | haven't
answer ed? Yes.

AUDI ENCE SPEAKER

You were shy at first when you got in the

Agricul ture Leadershi p Progranf
MRS. FALGOUT:

I wasn't shy and bashful, but when |

tal ked to nmy husband about getting into it, he,

especially the | eadership program he said, Carolyn,
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there is no doubt in ny nind that you are a | eader and
he kind of hesitated and thought -- and Lenny thinks
before he says. MW problemwas | didn't. | just said
it fromthe heart and what | believed in. Then he says
I think you need to do that. You need to be nore
di plomatic and through the | eadership programit taught
me to |l ook at the other points of other people's views.
Before then it was just right or wong. You right, you
go for it. | nmean, there are too many peopl e out there,
on too nmany different issues that you have to work out
probl ens together and the only way it will work if
everybody wins. Thank you.

DR SCHWAB:

We are just about up to our schedul ed
time. Let's squeeze in Beth Ganble from Louisi ana
State University.

MRS. GAMBLE

That certainly is a hard person to
follow | would like to conmend her and thank you for
your ent husi asm and support of the Extension Service.

| represent the LSU Agriculture Center,
the Extension Service here in Oleans Parish. Wen |
was visiting with Phil this norning and sharing sone of
the things that we have done in the urban area in

Ol eans and he asked that | may share that with you
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all.

| joined the Extension Service in 1972 as
a 4-H agent in East Baton Rouge Parish and we noved to
New Orleans in '75. Wen we noved to New Orleans it
was very interesting because as a farmgirl there was
just so much to see and so much to address, so many
needs that it was absolutely overwhel ming. Through the
Ext ensi on Service USDA back in 1990 we were given the
opportunity to subnmit a proposal for some grant funds.
One of the areas that really was nmade for New Ol eans
I think, was the opportunity to build a collaborative
ef fort between agencies within New Ol eans that coul d
hel p support the Extension Service and in turn have the
Ext ensi on Service support these agencies. And through
the help of the administration at LSU Agriculture
Center we did get, received funding and were able to
continue receiving that funding for five consecutive
years.

Al though it's been 10 years ago, we still
have the col l aboration that we built back in 1990.
Many of our youth serving agenci es have conti nued, nany
new agenci es, many of them do join, presently there are
40 of us working together to address the needs of youth
and famly in Ol eans.

We don't have nmuch agriculture. W do






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

82

have the area of horticulture and urban forestry. W
found that our folks don't really know the true neaning
of agriculture and what agriculture neans to them By
working with famlies, we can increase the awareness of
agriculture statewi de and nationally. That is what our
goal is. W do training twice a nonth, two hours a
training session and invite agencies, staff nenbers who
work with youth and families in the New Ol eans areas
to attend this training

Upon their leaving the training they have
a lesson that is ready for themto go ahead and give to
their youth or to their famlies and even to their
other staff nenbers, so this is a way that Extension
can touch lives of many people. W do have a smal
staff, but we have a good staff, a very dedicated
staff, a very well-trained staff who are ready to | earn
and work and neet the needs of the clients in the urban
ar ea.

We do appreciate what CSREES does for the
urban popul ati on, but please don't ever forget us.
Thanks.

MR, SPURLI NG

We are back on schedul e al nbst. Harvey

Reed, Louisiana Agriculture Leadership Programis the

next speaker.
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MR. REED:

Good norning. | would like to thank you
all for inviting ne this norning just to speak to the
Ag Leadership Program and al so sonme of the things that
we are doing here in New Ol eans.

The main thing is that getting
i nvolved in the Ag Leadership Programwas really a
surprise to me because | didn't know it existed. | am
fromNew Orleans. | am al so the President of the
Greater New Ol eans Agriculture Coalition. Sonme of you
all may wonder why there is a coalition in New Ol eans
dealing with agriculture? You have to realize that a
| ot of people are noving fromnorth Louisiana and above
the 1-10 to our urban area. W felt as though there
was a dire need there for a coalition in our city that
was greatly needed.

Getting back to the | eadership program
Bei ng approached by two Ag agents, one of themwas the
Agent from Jefferson Parish and al so one was the late
district director who advi sed ne about the | eadership
program | didn't have a clue about the program why
it existed and what it entailed as far as how it was
going to benefit ne and also the City of New Ol eans

After serving in the | eadership program

inthe two years in -- | ama graduate of the year of
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2000, the last class. | learned a lot in the class.
The training was really inportant. It really sharpened
nme. |t broadened ny know edge about the training of
agriculture. Because being there with other farners
and other menbers in the farnming conmunities, | |earned
alot minly fromthemas well as the seninars in Reach
Qut that was there for us over a two-year period. The
exposure was great. | was exposed to a lot things
never woul d have been exposed to if | was not in the
| eadershi p cl ass.

| was still nmaintaining nmy status of
urbanite and did the things that urban conmunity were
getting involved in. The neetings with those in
agriculture was inportant because the neetings outside
the class roomwas really inportant. There was a | ot
of things that they advised us about agriculture.

| didn't figure out how did that apply to
our urban settings? After a series of neetings outside
of the classroomwi th other entities, | realized that
it was inportant because com ng fromthe urban area
we are consuners, whereas we al so have individual s that
do back yard farm ng and those that produce goods to
send to the farmer's narket.

The travel was great. | learned a |ot.

If I had my choice, | would have never gone to the
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Stock Exchange in Chicago or visit a Congressnan in
Washi ngton, D.C. to discuss an agriculture issue. |
woul d have gone to see himabout an urban issue, but
this time it was an Ag issue.

| realized it is inportant that our
brothers and sisters who are out there who get up at
2:00 or 3:00 o'clock in the norning to make sure we
have food on our table. W have individuals in our
city who you can still ask them where food cones from
they will say, fromthe supernmarket, what have you, not
knowi ng that soneone got up early that norning to do
sonmething to the land to produce this particular item
to put food on our table. That was really inportant.

Because as | was explaining to Dr. Brown
earlier, being an urbanite we | ook at HUD to provide
housing to us. HUD would not feed us or what have you
Agriculture, you have to realize that things that
happen to urban areas that applies to agriculture not
only that you will feed us, but also provides housing
and energy. Those three things are really inportant to
us in the urban area.

We have taken things for granted over the
years and now it is inportant to realize how inportant
agriculture is to your global area. Based upon the

situation that is going on in this world today, you
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know, we are in a war with sonme things and sone

i ndi vidual s and just found out the other day on TV that
food that is being dropped in Afghanistan is going to

be poisoned by the Taliban to nake us | ook bad or what
have you.

We have food in your country. W need to
do nore about our food production or crop production
and how well we treat the farmers out there and work
wi th Extension has been a pleasure for nme over the
| ast 16 years.

By trade, | am a | andscape contractor by
trade. When | got involved in the Extension Service
that really led ne in the right direction. Fromthere
that led ne to the Master Gardeners Program which |
really thank them for that. On top of that they led ne
to the | eadership program

In 1995 when we started the Ag Coalition
in New Orleans it was the Extension Service that cane
to the table. It was Southern University, LSU that
cane to the table to help us fornulate this particular
organi zation. Fromthere on -- from 1997 up until next
nmonth it will be five years for us to hold Ag Awar eness

Day in New Ol eans area whi ch enconpasses a | ot of
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sout hern pari shes and Extension agents are al so

i nvol ved to bring Ag Awareness to our |ocal conmunity.
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That is inportant to us. People need to know how
i mportant agriculture is to our comunity.

Recently, the early part of this year, it
was Sout hern University, LSU, Alcorn State, we sat down
at the table with a non-governnental organization and
we col | aborated to put the grant together for the
| FAFS. W weren't approved, nonethel ess, we were able
to get Southern University, LSU and Alcorn State at the
table for us to sit down and work with us on this
particular grant. It was a few nonths later it was
Sout hern University and LSU again at the table as well
as Alcorn and another entity along with the Greater New
Oleans Agriculture Coalition who sat down and put
another grant in which we are still waiting to receive
sone information. This is a Real Anmerica G ant
Fundi ng.

Those things are inportant when you | ook
at what is going on in the urban areas. Just
because New Ol eans, Jefferson Parish sits between all
rural areas don't count us out. W need your
assistance. W need to eat. W need to survey. W
need the Extension Service. W need the Agriculture

Center in this area here because it has been proven how
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Al corn.

On top of that it was another agent who
advised nme to get involved in Metro Area Agri busi ness
Council. | said, why would I want to get involved in
sonething like that? | aminvol ved enough right now.
| have a business to run. But by getting involved in
that | realized that there were nore individuals in
agriculture, there were other Extension agents there,
there was Agribusi nesses there that were at the table.
It is important that -- it was relevant that we
mai ntain agriculture issues in the urban area because
LSU cane to the table they asked us one tinme about
havi ng a Di stance Learning Center. W didn't know
exactly where we were going to place it.

We have two schools in New Ol eans. One
i s George Washi ngton Carver Senior H gh School and al so
Booker T. Washi ngton Senior High School. Both of these
school s have agriculture prograns. It was decided to
pl ace the Di stance Learning Center at Booker T.
Washi ngt on Hi gh School because not only that we have
agriculture, horticulture and al so aquacul ture, it was
felt it was best to go there.

This went into an urban area in an area



24 where few people would even actually frequent, but

25 three is a Distance Learning Center that is being
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utilized each and every day. Not by the Extension
Service, but it is being utilized by the school system
and al so other entities that are there to bring
training into our urban area.

So as you can see how wel | CSREES needs
to keep the funding going for these particular entities
to make sure that the service we are receiving in the
urban areas still goes on. Because we don't want that
to be cut off because if it is cut off, you are cutting
of f our food supply. You are cutting off our nutrition
supplies. You are cutting off our education supply.
Don't cut our supplies off.

Qutreach is being done by both school s,
especially LSU and al so Sout hern University because
they are two strong conponents in our state that hel ps
us out a great deal. \Whenever we need information or
need assi stance, we can go to these particular schools
and grant it we will get the information.

Qur Ag agents are working with us
diligently. Qur district agents are also working with
us. There hasn't been a time that we called and nobody
has put us on hold. They all responded to us.

The important thing about the agriculture



24 inour area is that we need to do nore especially under

25 the Farm and Protection Program You have to really
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consider that. CQur farm and is being sucked up, being
made gated comrunities and we are | osing farm ands.

Just a few weeks ago nyself and M. Charlie Canpbel

did a two-day trip and also along with the Consul ate
fromPuerto Ricoto visit the 4-H kids throughout the
state. Coming back fromour northern trip we cane
through New | beria and also Lafayette. It was anmmzing
to see sugar cane fields in between commercial and al so
i ndustrial areas. So as you can see we are |osing

farm and conti nuously.

W need to keep our farm and and not sel
it off to other countries because when they produce the
crop on that particular land, it doesn't stay here in
America. It goes back to that particular country.

Under the Farm and Protection Programthat would give
us nore nmoney for us in the urban area and also in the
rural area to buy the land and do the farm ng. W need
to keep farmgoing. W keep farm ng going, we keep

Ext ensi on working. W keep the Ag Centers working.
Because why | ose what has been given to us, our
farmand. Wen we cane to Anmerica the first thing they
did was farm Wen the lights go out, let it go out
while we are still farnmng.

Al | ask that those of you that report

back to Washington, D.C. there is a strong concern for
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those of us in the urban area how wel |l inportant
agriculture, the agents, the schools, the Land Grants
of 1890 schools are important to us. It is just not
there for our kids to go get a four year education.
They are there for us to bring things back to our
conmunity in order for us to be sustainable in order
for us to survive. Let us feed ourselves w thout
havi ng anybody el se feed us.

I just want to close and let you al
know, that please, increase the funding. Thank you.

DR. SCHWAB

It is clear that the Agriculture
Leadership Program here in Louisiana is producing sone
out st andi ng | eaders and out standi ng advocates on behal f
of the system

Next on the programis Charles Canpbell
fromthe Metro Area Agribusi ness Counci l

MR. CAMPBELL:

Good norning. It is a pleasure to be
here on behalf of the Greater New Ol eans Area
Agri busi ness Council. | would have brought sone things
and brochures and things to tell you about the
activities of the council, but I was inforned I|ast
night that | was coming here. And due to the fact that

| keep nmy extensive files nyself, | couldn't find a
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bl essed thing.

| do want to talk to you a little bit
about it, although |I have to admit that right at this
point | amsort of like this farmhand wal ki ng down the
road dragging a rope. The farner saw himand he said,

Johnny, why are you wal ki ng down the road just dragging

that rope? He said, boss, | am plum confused. He
sai d, what do you nmean? He said, | don't knowif
done found a rope or lost a nule. | amsort of |ike
Johnny.

Anyway, as | view agriculture and the
pl ace for agricultural organizations and those things
that are concerning to the farnmer and to the consuner,
| see it as sort of like a triangle where you have the
farmer and the processor is on one point of this
triangle. You have the governnment on the other, both
| egi sl ati ve and executive, and in this particul ar
occasi on, the USDA, and the organi zations that they
work with.

The third part is farm organi zati ons.
Organi zations that represent agriculture and
agri business. W need all three of these points
interacting with each other constantly. Al three has
to be able to function at their maxinmumability, if we

are going to keep this country fed and clothed to the
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point that there is enough food on the table.

I once had a | ady ask nme, you know, why,
what about this farm ng and everything and why shoul d
it be? | asked her do you eat corn? Although, | cone
froma rice farm She said, yeah. | said how nany
corns do you eat a day? Do you go to the grocery store
and buy the frozen corn or do you buy the kernels in
the can or do youbuy it nixed with other things, do you
buy corn chips? How many ways can you go to the
supermarket and find corn?

Al'l of these things happen because we
have a systemthat works and works well. To provide
enough food not only to feed everybody, but to support
t hose processing industries that give themthe
opportunity to create all these fine itens that we find
in the supernmarkets today.

I think, you know, in recent events have
happened t hat enphasi ze the need for agriculture and
for people to understand what we do. There is a
definite comuni cati on need and the Agri busi ness
Council fits in this schene of things.

We recently found out the inportance of
crop dusters, unfortunately, and it rem nds nme sone
years -- for many years | served on the Board of

Directors of the Wrld Trade Center here in New
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Oleans. | told this story before. | had occasion to
go up to the Wrld Trade Center in New York. Wile |
was there | presented nyself to the staff of the World
Trade Center in New York because we have reciprocating
agreenents.

A fine gentleman from New York was
showi ng ne all around and showi ng ne all the services
that the Center provides and so forth. W went up to
the top floor and | ooked out the huge gl ass w ndows
over the Port of New York. It is a beautiful view |
thought | would use a little of my country hunor on
him | told him | said, you know, | cone froma snal
town nanmed Gueydan, Louisiana. There is a couple of
duster pilots there and | would like to bring them up
here. He |ooked at ne kind of strange and he said,
why? | said because ain't neither one of them ever
been this high. But, you know, my hunmor went right back
passed himand he smiled because he knew | was nmeking a
funny, but he didn't know what it was.

So | wanted to bring this out because to
put it into context of why the Agribusiness Council is
i mportant and how we fit into things. | do have sone
notes here. The Agribusiness Council depends on a
| arge part fromthe support and funding fromthe

Cooperative Extension Service. But we do do a number
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of things, Harvey eluded to one awhile ago that | would
like to elaborate on a little bit nore.

We sponsored the Southern Farm Forum W
sponsor a nunber of these progranms with the 4-H C ubs.
One of themis the District Livestock Show The State
of Loui siana cel ebrates an anniversary with |ivestock
shows. They celebrated it at the sane time we do with
our District Livestock Show because we were the first
such show in the state.

We do these things. W raise funds. W
do a nunber of things that are inportant to
agriculture. Sonme of the things that we do you know
that are and people are involved with, for exanple, in
t he Agribusiness Council we are involved with the
chem cal comnpani es. People who provide chenicals and
services to agriculture, grain elevators, ports, |arge
i ndustry, neaning Entergy Corporation which sells
electricity to a lot of farners, and helps -- they are
very involved as well as the US Departnent of
Agriculture. This center here.

The many things that are done in order to
bring these peopl e together and to make everyone of
them aware that we are part of the whole. You know,
the mlk cones fromthe carton, but it got there from

the cow, as well as the bread, the | oaf of bread got
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there fromthe wheat on the farm

Al'l of these things are proper and we
work at these prograns to hel p nake the public know
because part of our problemis not only for the
country, but in the agriculture industry in this
country, you know, it is information. It is
conmuni cating with the people of the world,
conmuni cating with the people about agriculture. You
wonder why people would do sonmething like they did in
New York at the World Trade Center, you know, they
don't seemto know about it. Maybe we haven't
conmuni cat ed enough. In fact, you never know sone of
t hose people act like they lived in caves, but this is
it. It is part of what we have to do. W fit
into this triangle.

The need to fund Cooperative Extension
Service. The need to fund research is never greater in

the history of this country than it is right now W

don't know whether we will have the food we need to
eat. We cannot really depend that we will have it. W
have to be self-sufficient everywhere we can. | nean,

your coffee is going to cone from sonewhere el se and so
wi || bananas, but a lot of -- when we get hurt
everybody is hurt. | knowin Costa Rica, for exanple,

a lot of fresh fruits and vegetabl es set on the docks
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and weren't | oaded because the planes weren't flying.
They took a trenmendous hit. They need to understand us
and we need to understand them The inportance of
agriculture is parambunt. | think that is one of the
main things that | want to say.

We neet here the Agribusiness Council we
neet in the Wrrld Trade Center and we neet in |ocations
on the Northshore, along the River Parishes with people
of all walks of life and in all kinds of industry that
are interested in the survival and well -being of
agriculture. Those really are the people that make us
what we are today. W are unique sort of in many ways.

One of the prograns that we sponsor here if
you want to find out what the health of Anerica is and
what is the resolve of the country, | invite you to
cone with us every year when we travel the state and
neet 4-H Clubs, |eague winners all over the state of
Loui si ana.

| always cone back and one of the first
things | have to tell my wife is when | get back is,
well, the world is going to survive. W have that kind
of people. One of the people we net this past tine
was a young lady that lived on a wildlife preserve and
because of the renpteness of the area she didn't have a

tel ephone. But despite the fact that she didn't
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have a tel ephone, let nme tell you sonething, if you
woul d have went around with this little girl one day
and done the things she did in one day, you wouldn't
need a tel ephone because you woul d be too tired.

There are just that many outstandi ng
young people out there. It is always just such a
pl easure to recogni ze them and bring them here to New
Ol eans and present themwith a trip and awards and the
things that we do. That nmeans so nuch to their lives.

| met a young lady up in Bastrop
Loui si ana, who was a fornmer w nner of our Good Provider
Program She worked for a menber of the Louisiana
Legi sl ature and worked in Public Relations. She told
me this story. She said, you know, all these business
people are from New Ol eans cane over to visit nme to
| earn about what | do and my program She said, | knew
about it ahead and they told ne and | was kind of
nervous, but she tried to prepare because she knew we
were going to ask her about her projects and her
acconpl i shments in the 4-H C ub, but she said just
having to present herself and to prepare and to think
about what she was going to say and do was a trenendous
chall enge to her. It was an experience she never had
before and it was an experience that was an enornous

preparation for her in the life that she | ater chose.
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So how we inmpact people and how we effect
themin so nmany ways | don't know. But | know that it
is profound. | know that the help that this
organi zation gives themis profound. Wth that | wll
| eave you.

MR, SPURLI NG

Next we have Jon Brandt all the way from
Riley.

MR. BRANDT:

Thank you. | just got here, so | wanted
you to know that | was here.

I am Jon Brandt. | am head of the
Department of Agriculture Resources and Econom cs at
North Carolina State University and al so a nenber of
C-FARE. | applaud CSREES for holding these listening
sessions and getting sonme feedback fromus, your users.

As a social scientist and nore
specifically as an agriculture econonm st, | appreciate
the progranms that CSREES has sponsored over the years.
They have presented opportunities for colleagues in ny
departnent to enhance the research and Extension
activities that we conduct.

| have been a strong advocate of ny own
faculty to participate in through proposal witings the

various CSREES prograns, NRI, |FAFS and others. | have
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al so served as a reviewer of these proposal activities
for a nunber of years. W have had sone success in
t hese prograns and | think they have allowed us to
address inportant research and now al so Extension and
Qutreach activities that face our states and certainly
our region in the southeast and the nation. W¢thout
the funds that have been nade avail abl e through these
research prograns scientists around the country woul d
not be able to conduct the research that they and the
success rate that we have had in solving sone of the
chal | enges facing our food and fiber sector -- would
be much | ower or -- take |onger to acconplish.

| raise up to you an inportant issue to
consider. | was, many years ago, anong the group that
hel ped devel op the early narkets and trade and rura
devel opnent conponent of the NRI Program at that tine.
Social scientists felt like this was a very inportant
beginning. As a researcher at the time, in my own
somewhat narrow worl d of research suggested that
opportunities for extramural funding were increased
with the NRI Program

Soci al scientists and agriculture

econom sts, in particular, felt that the NR Program was

a good beginning, a good start. It gave us access to

sone funds that weren't avail able before. W have been
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able to use the tools of our trades and our disciplines
to help provide answers to inportant policy issues,
provi ding policy perspectives for consideration by
deci si on makers.

Funds that are available in this area
however, are relatively snmall, particularly relative to
t he good ideas that researchers have doubling these
funds, but the total programis a worthy goal. |
appl aud that goal. We will do all we can to support
t hat . | also offer that increasing the share of funds
that are available to social scientists would be
i mportant for our disciplines.

Virtually, all users of agriculture
research have an econonmic incentive in mnd. |f they
don't, | would ask why is that research being
conduct ed? They want to either |ower the cost of
production or nmake nore efficient use of resources,

i ncrease profits. Even as consuners we hope that
agriculture research leads to a | ower food production
cost for us. Yet without an increase in the funds that
are made avail able to econonic research, these issues
may remain unresolved, in particular, as scientists in
the other disciplines nove their own research agendas
forward wi thout the benefit of econom c anal ysis.

| have cone to realize that the value of
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economi ¢ research is not limted, however, just to the
mar ket and trade conmponents of the NRI Program
Virtually, all the inportant programs facing food,
agriculture and the agribusiness sector require, in
fact, nmulti-disciplinary efforts. | know you have
heard this before, but | think it bears repeating

Anyt hing that you can do to encourage or
enhance economic opportunities for econonic research to
be an integral part of the project design in other
prograns areas of the NRI, will, in my opinion, reap
large rewards in the discovery process. Econonmc and
ot her social science research is not periphery, but
primary in interdepartnmental collaboration. Social
sci ence nenbers should serve as panel nenbers of your
NRI Prograns and that would be a necessary part of this
effort.

A relatively new program of CSREES is the
| FAFS Program  This program shows much promse in
creating opportunities for collaboration not only in
the area of research, but also in the engagenent
function the Extension function.

A year ago | served as a panel nenber of
the I FAFS Programin bio-technol ogy in Social Sciences.
This gave nme an opportunity to review and eval uate a

| arge nunber of proposals that cane into that activity.
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Those proposals attenpted to bring research and
Extension efforts together in the tasks of problem
identifications, solution and inportantly, the

di ssemi nation of results to users.

The fact that farmers and agri busi ness
persons were al so nenbers of these review panels
brought a deeper sense of appreciation for the
i mportant problens that face those stakehol ders and
face us as a set of researchers and Extension workers.
| congratul ate CSREES on this effort to bring this
program forward.

Once again | want to support the idea of
creating | anguage in the RFPs for each of these areas
t hat encourages not only multi-functional activities,
research, teaching and extension, but also
mul ti-disciplinary collaboration of investigators.
Efforts to breakdown the walls between disciplines wll
be rewarded with nore innovative, relevant and what |
woul d call system problem solving activities.

In ny evaluation of the proposals for the
| FAFS bi o-technol ogy area and their inpacts, it becane
clear early on that there were nore good ideas to be
supported than there were funds available. Wile the
peer review panel process works to ensure that only the

very best proposals will receive support, it also tends
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to insure that proposal witers will nore often than

not be rejected by the process and be discouraged in the

grant witing efforts.

Two points stood out in the review
process. One is that significant attention was paid to
t he research, education continuum Proposals that
| acked either conponent was di scounted. This process
then ensures not only that discovery or research is
i mportant, but also that the information is shared with
and di ssem nated to actual users, whether they are
farmers or agribusi ness persons or other peer users or
what ever .

Second, multi-university proposals were
rewarded. Again, the review panel recognized that the
persons with abilities to conduct research and
di ssem nate results do not reside in one departnent or
i n one campus.

| hope IFAFS will continue to accept
proposal s that are systemoriented, that recognize the
need to bring econom sts together with engi neers and
pl ant breeders and nutritionists when the issue calls
for this type of collaboration.

| encourage CSREES to seek increased
funding in this inportant area and | woul d expect that

based on the comments that we received fromthe Farner
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Agri busi ness Reviewers on that particular team you
wi Il get much support fromthemin contacting key
menbers with Congress. | hope that you work diligently
to increase those funds.

| believe that the directors of
agriculture experinment stations across this country are
coning to realize nore and nore that many, if not all
of the food and fiber production processing and
envi ronnental challenges facing colleges of agriculture
have a very significant social science dinension to
t hem

Sinmply finding new ways to produce nore
is not sufficient to menbers of our society who take
safe, nutritious, inexpensive food purchased in the
grocery store or restaurant for granted. They have
i mportant beliefs and perceptions about how the food is
produced, how resources are used in its production and
about the future sustainability of not only food
production but also the environnent. This suggests that
econom ¢ risk assessnent and society wel fare issues
will need to be an integral part of the prograns
sponsored by CSREES. |If you agree with this
assessnent, | hope that you will do all in your power
to award proposals that include econonm c and ot her

soci al sci ence di nensions.
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Let me reiterate that the agriculture
sector relies on science to nmake gains and efficient
production processing in retailing of food and fiber in
this country. That science then is often extended to
users around the world. Wthout USDA funds, scientists
and Land Grant universities and particularly those in
coll eges of agriculture would not be able to continue
t hese di scovery pursuits that result in the safe,
nutritious, secure, diverse and environnentally
friendly food supply that all in society enjoys today.

Efforts to renew and expand these
i mportant prograns, the NRI, |FAFS and others are
essential if we are to nmake further gains in the
effective and efficient use of our nation's resources
to produce food and fiber in an environnentally sound
manner. Thanks.

MR, SPURLI NG

Next we have Jam e Roy, Character Counts

Pr ogr am
MRS. ROY:

Good norning. My name is Janmie Roy. |
am an enpl oyee of the LSU Ag Center here in New Ol eans
charged primarily with Character Counts Program here in
our city. Just briefly, | amnot sure if everyone is

famliar with the Character Counts Program
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About eight years ago a man by the name
of M chael Josephson founded the Josephson Institute of
Ethics to teach character to the young people in our
society. About three to four years ago it canme to
Loui siana and in nost of our parishes it is operating
today. The premi se behind Character Counts is the next
generation, the youth in our country, will be the
stewards of our comunity and our nation and these
young people do not automatically devel op good noral
character. Therefore, conscientious efforts must be
made to instruct young people in the values and
abilities necessary for noral decision making and for
noral conduct. That is where Character Counts cones
in.

It is a program based on six core ethica
val ues that transcends cultural, religious and
soci oecononi c differences. The six core values that it
enphasi zes are trustworthiness,
respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and
citizenship. Now, that you know a little bit about
Character Counts in general, | will tell you alittle
bit about what is going on here in New Ol eans.

W are in many of our city's public
schools and in all of the elenentary after schoo

program cal l ed the ADEPT Program It is an after
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school program for school age children. Teachers
readily enmbrace this because they are actually | ooking
for sonething good to do with children in the after
school program

Sonet hi ng el se that we have done here is
for the past three years held a Character Counts Camp
for teens here in New Ol eans where we spend two days
teaching them introducing themto this program and
they in turn take the information that they |earned to
begi n Character Counts clubs in their |ocal high
school. This past sumer we involved sone area
pari shes, nanely, Jefferson, Plaquem nes and St
Bernard in the Character Counts Program |t went over
very well.

We teach Character Counts in a variety of
ways. The nethod that is npst enphasized is called a
Team Method, T-E-A-M That is, that we teach, enforce
advocate and nodel good character for our young people.

In New Orl eans we are also conpleting a
one year assignhnment to teaching Ethics in the Wrk
Pl ace, which is a conponent of the Character Counts
Program to the New Orleans Police Oficers. So weekly
the officers that receive in-service training also
receive a two and a hal f-hour block of Ethics in the

Wor k Pl ace.
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Anot her conponent of the programis
entitled Pursuing Victory with Honor. It is to teach
Character Counts in sports organization, every
organi zation fromlittle | eague to high school and on
the college I evel as well because it is needed there
al so.

This is a programthat | very mnuch
believe in and | don't think we can ignore the youth in
each of our cities and our nation at large. Fornula
funding would all ow states to devel op or continue
Character Counts Prograns that nmay already be in
exi stence through youth devel opment prograns such as
the 4-H Cdubs. Though | believe that Character
education is first and forenpst in our obligations to
fam | ies, school and youth service organi zations al so
have the responsibility to teach character to our young
peopl e. Those responsibilities are best achi eved when
all of these groups work in concert with each other.

The character and conduct of our youth
refl ect the character and conduct of our society.
Therefore, every adult has a responsibility to teach
and nodel the core ethical values and pronpte the
devel opnent of good character.

One of the philosophers that is often

qgquot ed when we teach Character Counts is the English
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phi | osopher, Ednund Burke. He says that, all that is
necessary for evil to triunmph is for good nen to do
nothing. So let's make sure we are doi ng sonet hing.
Thank you very much.

DR. SCHWAB:

Thank you. The next person on the
programis also fromthe Character Counts Program
Duane Carkum He is not here.

W will nove on to Ashley Wod fromthe
University of Florida who will talk about the ADEC
I nt ernet Radi oSource. net. ADEC has been a contri butor

at our other neetings as well.

MR WOOD:
Good norning. It is still alittle bit
of morning left. | am Ashley Wod fromthe University
of Florida in Gainsville. | amvery pleased to be here

to talk about the ADEC Grant Program and al so a very
successful program adm nistered through ADEC call ed
Radi oSource Program Your can find Radi oSource on the
Internet at www. Radi oSource.net. | invite you to take
a | ook at what we have done.

To give you a little background on the
USDA Agri cul tural Tel e-Conmuni cation Program which is
adni ni stered through ADEC or the American Distance

Education Consortium ADEC is a national grants
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programto develop an agricultural comunications
networ k using | eadi ng edge technology. It provides
financial assistance through the USDA for the
producti on and delivery of educational prograns in
Agricul tural Extension, Research and Acadeni c Prograns.
U.S. institutions of higher education are eligible for
grants. The program objectives are to encourage
institutions of higher education to share resource
appl yi ng nodern technol ogy such as, Internet and
wireless delivery to ensure that producers, processors,
researchers and the public has i medi ate access to
know edge. Inprove the conpetitive position of U S
Agriculture in international markets. Respond to food
safety and environmental concerns and inprove the
training of students for careers in agriculture and
food industries. And to identify new uses for
agriculture commodities and i ncrease demand.

Just to let you know a little bit about
the ADEC Grants Program the Agriculture
Tel e- Communi cation Program the first year there were
13 grants awarded, $873,000. |In the previous year that
amount of noney shrunk to $400, 000 of which there were
a total of over 200 institutions who were interested in
this program Eighty-two grants were submitted and

only 23 full proposals were funded. The conpetition in
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this programis fierce. The enphasis in this program
again is in | eading edge technol ogy, delivery of

i nformati on using | eadi ng edge technol ogy and al so in
col I aborati on anong universities of higher I|earning.

In the information | passed out there is
a letter from Bob Sanms, who was not able to attend one
of these sessions, but also tal ks about the interest of
the University of California in the ADEC Program |
have al so provided in that information a power-point
presentation which was presented recently at the
Agricul ture Conmuni cators and Education Nationa
Technol ogy Conference in Toronto. It was well received
this program call ed Radi oSource. | will give you a
little information about that.

The enphasis on Radi oSource is first to
provi de a coll aborative project that enphasizes the
delivery of Land Grant information through radio. A
| ot of you know that there are radi o prograns in
universities. Qur hope in the Radi oSource Project was
to give people the opportunity in universities to first
save noney by looking at the Internet for delivery of
this information. As you know, a |lot of universities
use people to make the tapes and deliver to radio
stations. Wat we were attenpting to do was to provide

an outlet through the Internet, so that kind of
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function woul d cease. So far that has been very
successful .

The other idea of RadioSource was to
bring together as nuch infornmation at one |nternet
portal that is with a lot of states contributing to
that one portal. So that radio station would look to
that portal that source for Land Grant information. It
is provided in audio files, in digital format and
currently there are about 1300 rmaybe 1500 audio files
that are available to the radio stations through
Radi oSour ce.

Oiginally there were five universities

that were interested in Radi oSource, the University of
Kentucky, Texas A&M University of Ceorgia, University
of Florida and M ssissippi State. Since that tinme the
menbership has grown to include the University of
Arkansas, University of Connecticut, Florida A&M
University, University of Illinois, Kansas State,
Loui siana State, New Mexico State University, North
Carolina State, Onhio, Purdue, South Dakota State,
University of Tennessee, Virginia Tech University. W
have prospective nenbers at Fort Valley in Georgia,
University of Vermont and the University of Maryl and.

The aim at Radi oSource again was to

establish a Land Grant Internet Radio Network to
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pronote research universities. The nodel for

Radi oSource was to have a centralized nanagenent nodel,
a portal, within which people, radio stations
primarily, could find this information, but a

di stributed system so that states actually post their
own Internet location. And it is a direction that
peopl e use one portal to find that information, but it
is distributed fromthe universities that participate
in the project.

It is a true collaborative in that the
deci si on naking in Radi oSource is done by the
participating menbers. Wen there needs to be a change
in Radi oSource, it is done as a collective direction or
a newidea. It is fromthe University of Florida that
the data base is established, but again it is a true
col l aborative effort anbng nany universities.

The audi ence for Radi oSource, primarily
radi o stations. Radio stations are becoming quite
savvy in the Internet and also in their ability to get
information in a digital formon line. W also | ooked
as a secondary source in what were Extension County
Faculty and Extension Specialist throughout the country
who woul d | ook to Radi oSource to be able to find
i nformati on that had been produced by nenber states

and, of course, the general public. There are quite a
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few people who visit the Radi oSource site and get
information that is in the general public.

The direction that we wanted to take was
to get a website up and running, to produce the data
base and to continue to try to expand this network to
i ncl ude other Land G ant universities where the
enphasis is on the 1990s, the tribal colleges and
uni versities and so to our 1890 nenbers.

The enphasis now is to market Radi oSource
all over the country. W recently narketed it at the
Nati onal Broadcast Association Meeting to try to tel
radio stations that this information was avail able. CQur
conti nued enphasis through this grant program woul d be
to increase the information that is available there, to
increase to 2-3,000 audio files of information that
primarily will be enphasized once again with radio
stations, but with anyone in Extension that has a w sh
to find out what the Land Grant universities are doing.

What we need to do is to | ook at what the
Agricul ture Tel e-Communi cation Program has, what it has
done for projects like Radi oSource. W need to be able
to | ook at other innovative ideas fromthe Land G ant
universities and to find ways to increase the funding
within this Program Again, the anmount avail abl e was

$400,000. |If it is possible, it would be nice to be
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able to increase that twofold.

Agai n, there are many innovative projects
that | have seen through ADEC that were not able to be
funded and nmany projects that were only half funded for
what was available. W hope to continue this program
hope to expand it, if possible. | appreciate the
opportunity to tal k about this program

Any questions? Thank you.
MR, SPURLI NG

I think that concludes everybody that we
had on the list. Is there anyone that was not on the
list that hasn't been called on that would Iike to be
on the record? |If not, we are going to break unti
[:00 o' clock for those who want to take part in a
round-tabl e di scussion, which will be based on those
i ssues that were pointed out in the federal register of
noti ce or anything el se that anybody el se wants to
bring up. We will nmeet back in this roomat 1:00
o' clock for anyone interested in that.

(A lunch recess was taken at or about 12:10 p.m)
(Round-t abl e di scussion was held at or about 1:00.

No record was taken of this discussion.)

(Concl usi on of CSREES Listening Session at 2:25 p.m)
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